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Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi, offered the | 


following amendment, which he declared was of 
the last importance to.a highly respectable and 
much injuted portion of his constituents: 

“And for the compensation of those citizens of | 
‘ Mississippi who were deprived of their improve- | 
‘ments by having orphan and other claims under | 
‘the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, fifty thou- | 
‘sand dollars.”’ 

After a few words from Messrs.CLAIBORNE, 
LAWLER, GHOLSON, PARKS, and CAM- 
BRELENG, it was disagreed to. 


The bill was then laid aside. 

LAND OFFICE AT NATCHITOCHES. 

The committee (on the motion of Mr. GAR- 
LAND, of Louisiana) took up and considered | 
the ** bill to establish an additional land office in 
Louisiana,’’ at Natchitoches. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- 
mittee then rose and reported the foregoing bills 
to the House. 
£XPENDITURES OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 





ting a statement of the appropriations and ex- || 
penditures for that department for the year 1836, || 


together with the balances remaining in the Treas- || they consideration of the petition of William B. | 


ury on the 3lst of December; which, on motion 


of Mr. CAMBRELENG,, was laid on the table, || 


and ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. CUSHING, the House then } 


adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 1, 1837. 


Mr. ROBINSON presented the joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of Illinois, asking to exchange 
their school sections for other lands; which was 
laid on the table. 


Mr. KENT presented the petition of the Mayor 
and Council of the City of Baltimore, praying that 
a depot may be established at that city for the use 
of the United States revenue cutters; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
Lydia Andrews, praying for a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of Jersey City, New Jersey, praying 
that that place may be made a port of entry; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


The CHAIR communicated the memorial of | : : : 
| Secretary also to communicate any information | 


William Brent, Jr., a citizen of the District of 
Columbia, complaining that the electoral vote of 
the State of South Carolina has been given by 
persons elected by the Legislature of said State 
contrary to the Constitution. 


The CHAIR also, presented a memorial from || 


the same, complaining that four of the electoral 
votes of the State of Virginia were given by per- 
sons who are members of the Legislature of that 
State; and, 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the memorials || 


were referred to the select committee appointed to 
count the votes for President and Vice President 
of the United States. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the Committee 


on Pensions was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Samuel Griffith. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Samuel White; 
which was read, and ordered to second reading. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee 
on Pensions was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petitions of Andrew Bean and 
Thomas G. Tucker. 

On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON, the same 
committee was discharged from the further con- 
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the further consideration of the petition of Cath- 
arine Eleard and others, widows of revolutionary 

| Soldiers, praying that the pensions of their late 
husbands may be allowed them. 


ciary, to which the subject had been referred by 
resolutions of the Senate, reported a bill to in- 
crease the salaries of judges of the district courts 
of the United States; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


Mr. DAVIS, from the select committee appoint- 
ed on the subject, reported a bill providing for the 
appointment of three scientific persons to examine 

| and test the utility of the inventions for preventing 
the bursting of steam boilers; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Committee on ' 


Pensions was discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petition of Thomas. J. Morrison. 


Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on 

| Roads and Canals, reported, without amendment, 

the bill giving the right of way through the public 

lands to the Atchafalaya Railroad and Banking 
| Company. 


/on Military Affairs was discharged from the fur- 


| Parker. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 
Ordered, That after Saturday next the daily 


| o’clock, a. m., instead of twelve o’clock, m. 
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


tion; which was considered and adopted: 


| instructed to inquire into the expediency of revis- 
| ing the laws regulating the trade upon the frontiers 


between the United States and the British Provin- || 


ces, and abolishing duties on lumber the growth 
| of the United States, sawed in the same provinces, 
/and brought into the United States; and, also, 
|upon produce, the growth of the provinces, 
| brought into the United States. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Ewine, of 
| Ohio, directing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
| communicate to the Senate any information in his 
| possession relative to frauds in preémption floats in 
| Indiana was taken up; and, after some remarks 
| from Messrs. NICHOLAS, CLAY, EWING, 
| of Ohio, and SEVIER, 

Mr. CLAY offered an amendment directing the 


| in his possession relative to frauds in preémption 
| floats in other States; which amendment being 


tion, as amended, was adopted. 
henapameiabsiandet commana : pre |) and possession was necessary; this was the prac- 
|, tical operation of the preémption laws which had 


| SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands, 
| except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 
| was taken up as the special order, the amend- 
| ments made in committee having been agreed to 
| yesterday, and the bill reported to the Senate. 

Mr. NORVELL moved an amendment to the 
fourth section of the bill, providing that it shall 
| not be construed so as to affect the selections of 
| land which have been, or may be made, for the 
| salt springs belonging to Michigan. 

Mr. 


| ions of the bill covered what the Senator was 
desirous of accomplishing. 
The amendment was agreed to. 





fourth section, making it retrospective in its char- 
acter in regard to preémption settlement. 

Mr. B. said he offered this amendment with a 
view to obviate the objection entertained by some 
gentlemen that the section, as it stood, would hold 


out a sort of bounty to persons residing in the old || 
Now, should the | 


States to emigrate to the West. 


sideration of the petition of John Miles, and from | 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Committee | 


hour of meeting of the Senate shall be eleven || 


ALKER did not consider that the | 
amendment was at all necessary, for the provis- | 


Mr. BROWN moved an amendment to the ' 


Vor. 4....No. 10. 


amendment prevail, no such temptation would be 
held out as under the existing section. 

Mr. RUGGLES moved to amend the amend- 
ment so as to confine the operations of preémptions 


|| to settlements prior to the Istof December, 1836. 
Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- | 


Mr. BROWN accepted the modification; and 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
as amended, and it was adopted by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, 


| Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 


Dana, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hubbard, Kent, 
King of Georgia, Knight, McKean, Morris, Niles, 
Page, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Swift, Tailimadge, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, 
and White—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Biack, Ewing of IIli- 


| nois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, King of Ala- 


bama, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Robinson, Sevier, Tipton, Walker, and Wright— 
17. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, submitted an amend- 
ment to compel the individual entering a preémp- 


| tion to occupy and cultivate his land six months 
previous to such preémption. 


Mr. WALKER disapproved of the proposed 
amendment, and said if the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio should prevail, he would vote 
against the bill. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, said, that according to 


|| the bill as it was, a man had nothing to do but to 
_ remain a day or two on the land to entitle him to 


a settlement. 
Mr. BROWN said, almost every gentleman 


|| seemed to think that some bill should pass. Now, 
|| if this amendment prevailed, the bill would be 
Mr. RUGGLES offered the following resolu- || greatly impaired in the estimation of many Sen- 
|| ators. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be || 


The gentleman from Ohio was mistaken 
in saying that the bill required a mere temporary 
residence; it required not only occupancy, but 
cultivation also. 

Mr. WALKER hoped that the amendment of 
the gentleman from North Carolina would pre- 


| vail; if not, a principle would be introduced in the 


bill which ought not to find its way there. Such 
a principle could not be found in any bill hereto- 
fore passed of this character. If, then, this new 
principle should be inserted, he was prepared to 
abandon the bill, and he would ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. CLAY said that, if the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi should vote against the bill, as he threat- 
ened to do, it would be no great calamity. As for 
himself, he would vote against it if no one else did. 
What! would it be pretended by any Senator, 
that a man, by remaining a day upon the public 
lands, should be entitled to preémption? Was 
that the right upon which gentlemen would grant 
the right of preémption? No: actual cultivation 


heretofore been passed. This requirement should 
be insisted upon by the present bill; and the 
requirement proposed to be inserted in the bill of 
a six months’ residence, was only, he repeated, 
carrying out the intention of the old preémption 
laws. 

Mr. RUGGLES remarked that he was desirous 
that a bill should pass restricting the lands to actual 
settlers, but he considered three months would be 
long enough. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the 
amendment, and it was carried. 

Mr. RUGGLES moved to strike out “ six,’’ 


| and insert ‘‘three;’’ which was lost. 


The debate was continued by Messrs. BAY- 
ARD, NILES, CRITTENDEN, BROWN, 
CALHOUN, and PRESTON, when 

Mr. WALKER moved a reconsideration of the 
vote of the Senator from Maine, to insert *‘three,’”’ 
instead of **six,”’ and asked for the yeas and nays; 
which being taken, were—yeas 28, nays 18. 

So the vote was reconsidered; and, 


On taking the question on Mr. ReeGies’s 





motion to strike out ‘‘six,’’ and insert ‘‘three,”’ it | 


was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, the bill was 
amended so as to require an actual occupation and 
cultivation of the tract three months prior to the 
entry of preémption. 

Mr. MORRIS moved to amend the bill by 
adding a clause requiring the individual purchas- 
ing on a preémption, to have erected a dwelling 
house on the land, and to have resided therein the 
term of three months. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to lay the bill and amend- 
ment on the table, and asked for the yeas and 
nays on the question; which being ordered, the 
question was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, 
King of Georgia, Knight, Moore, Morris, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Robbins, Sevier, Swift, Tomlinson, 
and Webster—20. ; 

NA YS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuth- 
bert, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, 
Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Rives, 


on the question, which were ordered; and after 


Robinson, Ruggles, Southard, Strange, Walker, | 


Wall, White, and Wright—26. 

Mr. MOORE moved that the Senate adjourn; 
which motion was rejected—yeas 29, nays 20, as 
follows: 


} 


] 


| market ten years to one dollar per acre; and all 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- || 


ton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, 
King of Georgia, Knight, Moore, Morris, Preston, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, 
Wall, and Webster—20. 

NA YS—Meessrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuth- 
bert, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, 
Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Rives, 
Ruggles, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Walker, White, and Wright—26. 

After some remarks from Messrs. MORRIS, 
BAYARD, WALKER, EWING, of Ohio, and 
EWING, of Illinois, the amendment of Mr. 
Morais was rejected—yeas 2}, nays 25; as fol- 
lows: 


ton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, 


|| the Whole was discharged from the further con- || 
| sideration of the bill for the relief of Colonel 


; 2 | 
YEAS—Mesers. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 1 Anthony White, and the same was recommitted 


| 


King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Knight, || 


Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Southard, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and White 
—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuth- 
bert, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hendricks, Hubbard, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Nicho- 


Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Walker, and Wright— 
25. 


Mr. NORVELL moved to amend the bill by 
roviding that the restriction which confines the 


Reoehes of this act to citizens of the United States, | 


shall apply only to the preémption system. 

Mr. K observed, that the section, as it now 
stands, was the adoption of a policy never before 
known in the United States in the sales of the 
public lands. 

After some words from Mr. LINN, in favor of 
the amendment, 


\| 
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————— a 
NA YS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, 
Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis, | 
Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Kent, | 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Moore, | 
Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Page, Prentiss, Preston, | 
Ruggles, Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, | 
Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, White, and Wright— | 
22. 
Mr. RUGGLES moved to strike the eighth 

section from the bill (this is the section permitting | 


fathers in the old States, or mothers in case the || 
fathers are dead, to enter a section of land for 


the benefit of minor children. 

Mr. HUBBARD called for the yeas and nays | 
some remarks from Mr. RUGGLES, the motion 
was rejected—yeas 12, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Fulton, King | 
of Alabama, Linn, Moore, Morris, Niles, Page, | 
Ruggles, Sevier, and Wright—12. 

NA YS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Clayton, 


Ohio, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of | 


Georgia, Nicholas, Norvell, Prentiss, Preston, || 
Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Southard, Swift, Tall- 


madge, Tomlinson, Walker, Wall, Webster, and 
White—26. 

Mr. MOORE moved to amend the bill, by re- 
ducing the price of all lands that have been in the 


lands that have been in the market fifteen years 
to seventy-five cents per acre. 
Mr. MORRIS here moved that the Senate ad- 
journ, which was carried—yeas 21, nays 20; and 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 1, 1837. 
Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Abigail 
Appleton; which was read twice, and ordered to 


_ be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 


On motion of Mr. CRAIG, the Committee of 


to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of Samuel Edgcombe; which was read twice and 
committed. 


Mr. BEALE, from the same committee, re- || 


|| ported a bill for the relief of Captain James Hun- 
| ter; which was read twice and committed. 
las, Niles, Norvell, Page, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, || 


Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to 


|Thomas West, of Alabama; which was read 


|| mittee of the Whole on thestate of the Union was || 


twice and committed. 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 
On motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, the Com- 


'| discharged from the further consideration of the 


Mr. NORVELL said, that if he had thought | 
that the motion would prevail, he would have || 


moved to strike out the ninth section altogether, 
as it ought not to be in the bill at all. 


of the Senate, in a bill giving so great a bounty |, 


as this bill, to extend it to every man in England, 
France, and Ireland? Would they extend the 
privilege of entering lands for their children to 
fathers in foreign countries, when the friends of 
the bill, with so much reluctance, consented that 
it should be extended to those in the old States. 
Mr. W. moved to amend the ninth section, so 


as to restrict the privilege of preémption and settle- | 


ment for children to citizens of the United States; 
which was agreed to. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Nor- 


YELL’s motion to strike out the ninth section; | 


which was rejected—yeas 9, nays 22; as follows: 
.  YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Hendricks, 

Linn, Lyon, Norvell, Robinson, Sevier, and 
Walker—9. 


. 


Mr. WEBSTER asked if it was the intention || west of Missouri and Arkansas; which was read 


bill making appropriations for light- houses, light- 


boats, buoys, surveys, &c.; and the same was || 


recommitted to the Committee on Commerce. 


WESTERN INDIANS. 


Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reporied a bill to provide for the security 
and protection of the emigrant and other Indians 


twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. E. gave notice of his intention to bring this | 


bill before the House at as early a day as pos- 


sible, as it was a very important measure, for the || 


purpose of its being acted upon at the present | 
session. He did not wish to interfere with the | 
appropriation bills; and he would, therefore, name | 
a day before which it was possible those bills | 
would be passed. He accordingly gave notice | 
that he should call up the above bill for consid- | 
eration on this day fortnight. 


LEWIS GOORLEY AND CHARLES PARK. 


Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, made unfavorable reports in the case of 
Lewis Goorley and Charles Park; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 





| 
| 


| Crittenden, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Ewing of || Jt. Esq.: 


February 


WILLIAM SCOTT. 
On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, the ¢ 
| mittee of Claims was discharged from the fur 
consideration of the petition of William § 
and that the petitioner have leave to withdra 
| papers. 


A, 
| 

om- 
ther 
Cott, 
W his 


FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 


The House then resumed, as the unfinished 
business of the morning hour, the motion of Mr. 


|| Bext for leave to bring ina ‘‘bill to secure the 


freedom of elections.”’ 


Mr. GRAVES, who was entitled to the floor 
| addressed the House at length until twelve o'clock’ 
| when, on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the 
_ House proceeded to the orders of the day. 


TROUBLES IN MADAWASKA,. 


| The following message, in writing, was received 
from the President of the United States, by the 


| hands of his Private Secretary, ANDREW Jacksoy, 


| To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
I herewith transmit to the House the copy of 
a letter addressed to me by the Governor of the 
| State of Maine, on the 30th of June last, commy.- 
nicating sundry resolutions of the Legislature of 
| that State, and claiming the reimbursements of 
certain moneys paid to John and Phineas R, 
Harford, for losses and expenses incurred b 
them under circumstances explained in the ac- 


companying papers. 
ANDREW JACKSON, 
WasuincrTon, January 30, 1837. 


STATE OF MAINE. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
AvGosTa, June 30, 1836, : 

| _ In compliance with a request of the Legislature of this 
| State, I have the honor to transmit to your Excellency the 
| accompanying resolutions. 
| It will be recollected that in August, A. D. 1831, a meet- 
| ing of the inhabiiants of Madawaska was held for the pur- 
| pose of organizing the government of said town by the 
| election of town officers. A subsequent meeting of said 
| inhabitants was held for the choice of a representative to 
represent them in the Legislature of this State. In conse- 
quence of these meetings, a British military force arrested 
| several of our citizens concerned in said proceedings, car- 
| ried them to Fredericktown, in the Province of New 
Brunswick, and there confined them in jail. John Har- 
| ford, to escape capture, fled to the woods, and secreted 
| himself for about sixty days. His crops in consequence 

were damaged by the irruption of cattle into his fields, and 
he has since been compelled to abandon his land. Phineas 
R. Harford, at the time of the approach of the British mili- 
tary force aforesaid, fled to the upper settlements of Mada- 
waska, where he was chosen by the inhabitants to accom- 
pany John Baker to Portiand to convey to the Executive 
| of tuis State the situation of affairs at Madawaska. 

For the losses and expenses thus incurred by the said 
John Harford and Phineas R. Harford, there has been paid 
to eaeh of them, from the treasury of this State, the sum 

| of one bundred dollars. 

It has been made my duty, by a resolution of the Legis- 
| lature of Maine, to bring this subject to your Excellency’s 
| consideration, and I would respectfully request that the 
| sums paid as aforesaid to the said John Harford and 
| Phineas R. Harford, may be reimbursed to the treasury of 
| this State by the Government of the United States. 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of high consid- 
| eration and respect, your Excellency’s obedient servant, 
ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 
| To His Excellency ANDREW Jackson, 

President of the United States. 


| The message and letter of the Governor having 
| been read, were, on motion of Mr. EVANS, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


BRUNSWICK HARBOR, GEORGIA. 


The following message was also received and 
communicated: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I herewith transmit certain papers from the 
| War Department, relative to the improvement of 
Brunswick harbor, Georgia. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
Wasuincton, January 27, 1837. 
The message having been read, was, on motion 
|of Mr. DAWSON, referred to the Committee on 
| Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


| "Oras FOR PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESI- 
DENT. 

| The joint resolution from the Senate, for the 
appointment of a joint select committee, to ascer- 


| tain and report on the mode of examining the 
votes for President and Vice President of the 


} 
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United States, &c., was taken up and concurred 
in, and the committee on the part oF the House | 
ordered to consist of five members. 
NEW LAND DISTRICT. 
The bill reported from the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union yesterday, for | 
the establishment of an additional land district in 
Louisiana, was concurred in, and ordered to be | 
engrossed fora hird reading to-morrow. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The House then took up the ‘* bill making ap- | 
ropriations for the current expenses of the Indian || 
department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations | 








with the various Indian tribes, for the year 1837.” | 

The bill was reported yesterday from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, with sundry amendments; | 
and the question pending was on concurring with | 
the committee in their several amendments. 

Mr. CUSHING, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at length, and went at large 
into an examination of the policy pursued by this |, 
Government for some years past towards the || 
Indians, particularly with reference to the con- || 
tinuance of their independent sovereignty, civili- 
zation, emigration, &c. 

Mr. EVERETT followed in some explanatory 
remarks of the report made by him some years || 
since from the Committee on Indian Affairs, and 
which had been adverted to and quoted by Mr. 
Cusuinc. Mr. E. said the report was uncom- | 
mitted as toany expressed opinion of the policy of | 
the Government, but they took it up as the already 
established settled policy of the Government, and 
then set about devising the best means to carry 
out that policy with justice, for the benefit of the 
Indians, and to insure the best interests of the 
United States. 

Mr. E. then adverted to the causes of the Creek 
war, which were now proved to have originated 
in the frauds perpetrated upon them by the land 
speculators and others. The Seminole war had 
also sprung out of the bad conduct of the whites, 
as he had demonstrated last session. He did not 
charge the Government with having, in any way, || 
given its countenance to the acts perpetrated there, 





but it was not free from the charge of supine- 
ness. He then quoted from the Arkansas Ga- 
zette, a statement of the mode and manner in 
which the Creek Indians were being removed to 
the country assigned them on the Arkansas river. 
This account showed the Indians were enduring 
the most severe privations and sufferings, from 
want of clothing and proper subsistence; and were 
dying in large numbers on the road from these 
causes, and being forced with unnecessary speed, 
by the contractors, to hasten on their journey, &c. 

Mr. PARKER was prepared to adopt some 
remedy for the removal of the evils complained 
of; and, to effect that object, he moved to recom- 
mit the bill to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
with instructions so to modify and amend it as to 
strike out all the general appropriations made 
therein for the Indian tribes, and insert in their 
place specific appropriations founded on the esti- 
mates for which the money is required and stated 
to be due. 

Mr. LAWLER opposed the motion. There 
was neither time for it, nor were the specifications 
sought for particularly needed, as the appropria- 
tions were all founded on estimates, and were for 
objects all well understood. He replied to Mr, 
Everett, arguing that the Indians had forfeited 
their position of occupancy of their old lands by 
their repeated, continual, and unprovoked acts of 
barbarous hostility, committing the grossest acts 
of aggression and depredation. It was true that 
some few of them were removed in irons; but 
not only necessity required it, but even humanity 
towards the Indians themselves. He questioned 
whether the alleged frauds had been the sole 
cause of the war; nor was he in possession of the 
fact that such frauds had been committed as had 
been charged; but if it could be proved, he 





THE 


| General Government and its officers. 


| sion to discuss the subject of the causes of the 


| Creek war, and the part these alleged frauds, if | 


| Mr. C. then cited one of the general items, and 
| then read in extenso the estimates upon which it || 





= upon the gentleman from Vermont for his 
proof, 

Mr. HOLSEY held a recommitment of the bill 
to be entirely unnecessary; for every member had 
the necessary specifications of the appropriations 
on his table, so far as they could be furnished. A 
reference to the stipulations of the Creek treaty 
would, show it to be impossible to specify all the 


| further discussion of that subject would be sus- || 
| pended until the report of the commissioners came || 


items, and adverted to one providing that arms 
should be furnished to each warrior; and their 
number was not yet known. He affirmed that 
the Creeks had themselves abrogated the treaty, | 
and relieved this Government from all obligations 
in reference to their lands, by having placed them- 
selves in the hostile attitude they did. He com- 
plained of the conclusion to which the gentleman 
from Vermont had come, before the report of the | 
commissioners to investigate the Creek frauds had | 
been made up. 

Mr. DAWSON defended the character of the 
people of Georgia and Alabama from having been 


| guilty of any conduct producing the late Creek 


war, and ascribed it solely to the conduct of the 


Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the House would || 
not recommit this bill. ith reference to the | 


| alleged frauds, he called attention to the fact that | 


this very bill contained an appropriation for their | 
investigation; and he further stated that, in the 

course of a very few days, a report would be | 
made by the commissioners charged with that |, 


duty. ‘That would present a more proper occa- || 


any such be found to have existed, may have had || 
in producing the war. 
ith regard to the motion to recommit, he || 


would explain, in a few words, the object of it. \| 


i | 
1} 


was founded—some twenty or thirty in number— || 
some of them embracing: trifling amounts, and || 
which showed that if the specifications were || 
carried out through the bill, it would swell it to a || 
volume in size. 

Mr. GLASCOCK differed materially from his | 
colleague [Mr. Dawson] in relation to the source || 
of these frauds. He was fully apprehensive that || 
when an investigation should be had into this mat- 
ter, that the causes of the war with the Creeks | 
would be ascertained to be, if not immediately, re- || 


|| from the east to the west side of the 
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ture. If the conduct of Georgia was before the 
House he would willingly contribute his mite in 
her defense, but, if not, he hoped the discussion 
would be confined to the only subject properly 
under consideration. 

Mr. PARKER said a few words in support of 


_his motion, and asked for the yeas and nays 


thereon; but the House refused to order them, and 


| the motion was disagreed to without a division, 


and the amendments of the Committee of the 
Whole were all severally concurred in. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, sub- 
mitted an additional section, providing that no 
Indian should hereafter be removed, by contract, 
ississippi. 

After a few words from Messrs. WILLIAMS 
and HAYNES, 

Mr. McKIM demanded the previous question; 
which was seconded; and the main question being 
ordered, on the engrossment of the bill, was put, 
and carried without a division. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
then resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casey in 
the chair,) and took up the “bill making appro- 
priation for the support of the Army of the United 
States for the year 1837.”’ 

Mr. CAMBRELENG made a general explana- 
tion of the features of the bill, and, under inatruc- 
tions from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
submitted a variety of additional items, based on 
estimates from the ordnance department; which 
were all agreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill 
and amendments to the House, which were sev- 
erally concurred in; and the bill, as amended, was 


|| then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
|| to-morrow. 


NEW YORK FIRE. 


motely, the frauds alluded to by that gentleman; ||, Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that he had 


but he denied entirely that those frauds were to be | 


een very much pressed by a number of his con- 


attributed to any act of the Chief Executive. That || Stituents to call the attention of the House to two 


some individuals who had been connected with the || 
Government had participated .in these frauds, he || 
would not pretend to deny; but he did deny that || 
the Executive had any knowledge of it, or had the 

power to control it. The companies which organ- || 
ized for the purpose of practicing these frauds, | 
belonged to both political parties, and many of those || 
individuals had held high situations in Georgia; 
but he knew that a large majority of the citizens | 
of Georgia condemned the transaction. The whole 
transaction was now undergoing a strict investi- | 
gation before a competent tribunal, and when that | 
was got through with the American people would 


billsthen before it, in relation to the sufferers by the 
New York fire, viz: one to remit the duties, and 
the other to explain the act of the last session. He 
accordingly or the consent of the House to 
take up and consider those bills 

Objection being made, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of 


| the rule; which was lost. 


LIGHT-H9USE BILL. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, on leave, reported back 
the light-house bill, which had been recommitted 
_ to the Committee on Commerce this morning; and 
| the same was committed to the Committee of the 


be able to place their finger upon the guilty, and || Whole on the state of the Union. 


treat them with the scorn their conduct merited. 
Such (said Mr. G.) has been the zeal of the Ex- 
ecutive in endeavoring to counteract these frauds 
that he had ordered the patents for these lands 
not to be issued until the whole matter should be 
investigated; and, in consequence of this course, 
he had called down upon his head the bitter hos- 
tility of a number of persons connected with these 





transactions. Mr. G. regretted to say that many || 


of those individuals had held high official situa- | 


' tions in his own State; but he did not consider | 


that any imputation would attach to the State of | 
Georgia in consequence of the act of a few of her | 


citizens; because the people would treat those | 


persons as their acts merited, when their trans- | 
actions should be brought to light. 

Mr. LEWIS regretted that when appropriations 
were asked for in relation to the Creek Indians, 
they were always met by the cry of fraud. He 
did not deny that frauds had been perpetrated, 
but the people who lived in the immediate vicinity 
were the er 
investigation, and heartily expressed their detesta- | 
tion of those who had been guilty of them. Mr. 
L. represented that portion of the country, and 
he should not be doing his duty to his constituents | 
if he did not make this declaration of their repro- 
bation of these frauds. He hoped, however, the 





in, which was shortly expected. 


rst to memorialize Congress for an || 


| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, trana- 
mitting a statement of the appropriations for the 
| naval service for the year 1836, showing the amount 
appropriated under each specific head, the amount 
expended under each head, and the balances re- 
maining unexpended on the 31st of December last. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, this com- 
| munication was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

The SPEAKER also Iaid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, concerning an estimate of the cost of a rev- 
| enue cutter to be constructed on such a plan as to 
act as a steam tow-boat. 

On motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, this com- 
_ munication was referred to the Committee on Com- 
| merce, and ordered to be printed. 


| NAVAL APPRENTICES. 
| 


Mr. JARVIS renewed his request to the House 
to take up and consider the ‘* Bill to provide for 


|| the enlistment of boys in the naval service,’’ but 


it was objected to, and, on motion, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE.. 
Tuavrspar, February 2, 1837. 
__ Mr. NICHOLAS presented the credentials of 
the Hon. Atexanper Movron, elected a Senator 





Mr. HAYNES thought this discussion prema- '' from the State of Louisiana, to fill the vacancy 
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A) 
February 2, 
occcasioned by the resignation of the Hon. Atex- | subject into consideration; which was referred to || occasioned the Indian wars, had reall 7 
AnNvDER Porrer. the Committee on Commerce. || who were they that shouldered their 


‘The oath to support the Constitution of the || wr, HENDRICKS presented the memorial and | #94 fought your battles? Why, these y 
Onited States was then administered to Mr. Mov- | joint resolutions of the Legislature of Indiana, | 2° the rich men, who were enjoying all 
Ton by the President, and he took his seat in the | praying for an appropriation for the improvement || 


Senate. | of the harbor of on the southern coast of || 
PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. | Lake Michigan; which was referred to the Com- } 

! 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of Moses | mittee on Commerce. | 


Smith, praying for a pension; which was referred Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of | 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


y done 80, 
muskets, 
ery men; 


. : the com. 
orts and luxuries of life at their own firesides. lt 


was much more oo that the rich men, and 

not the poor, had caused the wars in question, 
It would be seen that the amendment, which he 

proposed, was to operate on land for ten 


» SIXt 
and twenty years, and which had not a 


been held 


| sundry citizens of Ouachita, Louisiana; which 
Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
the representatives of William D. Chever; which | 
was referred. 
Also, a memorial from citizens of Long Island, 
for the removal of obstructions to Fort Jefferson 


bay and Setauket harbor, and Conscience bay; 


which was referred. 
Also,a memorial from citizens of Albany, pray- 
ing for a survey of the Hudson river, and the 


erection of buoys and beacous; which was referred 


to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. HENDRICKS presented certain papers 
and documents in support of the claim of M. B. 


Clark; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
sundry citizens of Pottsville, Pennsylvania, pro- 
testing against the repeal of the duties on coal. 

Mr. B. said he would take occasion to express 
his sentiments on the subject, when the bill of the 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Nites] came up. 
And as the Committee on Finance had reported 
a bill to reduce the duties, without including the 
article of coal, he would move to lay the memo- 
ria) on the table. 

This motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
F. Raviesces, of Alabama, complaining of the 
conduct of two of the land officers in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Pub- | 
lic Lands. 


Mr. CLAY presented a memorial from a num- 
ber of authors of Great Britain, asking Congress | 
to pass such laws as will secure to them the copy- | 
rights to their works; and 

After some remarks from Messrs. CLAY, 
PRESTON, BUCHANAN, and GRUNDY, 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the memorial | 
was referred to a select committee appointed by 
the Chair, consisting of Messrs. Cuay, Preston, 
Bucuanan, Wessrter, and Ewine of Ohio. 


Mr. TIPTON presented a memorial from sundry | 
citizens of Indiana, praying that a law may be 
— changing the mode of selling the public 
ands; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 


Mr. NORVELL presented the joint resolutions | 


of the Legislature of the State of Michigan, in- 
structing their Senators in Congress to vote for | 
expunging from the Journals of the Senate the 
resolution censuring the conduct of General Jack- | 
son in relation to the Bank of the United States. 

Mr. N. said that, as the expunging process had 
been performed, he would move to lay the resolu- | 
tions on the table. 

This motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CLAYTON presented joint resolutions of 
the Legislature of Delaware, instructing their | 
Senators and requesting their Representatives in | 


Congress to use their exertions to obtain the pas- || 


sage of appropriations for additional improvements | 
in the Delaware river, and to endeavor to obtain 


a repeal of the hospital money exacted from sea- || 

en . y ator from Georgia [Mr. Kive] had talked about 
| frauds having been committed by that class of 
| citizens who were striving to procure a preémp- 


men; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


Mr. LINN presented the petition of sundry 


citizens of Dubuque county, Wisconsin Territory, 
numerously signed, praying for the passage of a 


law granting preémption rights to actual settlers; || 
which was referred to the Committee on the Pub- |! 


lic Lands. 
Mr. KENT presented the petition of sundry 


| 


citizens of the District of Columbia, praying for | 


the incorporation of a gas-light company. 

Mr. KENT presented the joint resolutions of | 
the General Assembly of the State of Maryland, | 
setting forth the languishing condition of the | 


|, their conduct, had contributed more than any other 


was laid on the table. 


Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which had been referred the petition 


of Mrs. Ann 8S. Heileman, widow of the late || 


Major Heileman, reported a bill for her relief; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 

The following resolutions were submitted, con- | 
sidered, and adopted: 

By Mr. TOMLINSON: 


Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting to John Newton a quarter section of 
land in lieu of the military bounty land patented 


| to him in 1818, and recently ascertained to be unfit 


for cultivation. | 


By Mr. CALHOUN: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to report to the Senate as early as prac- | 
ticable the aggregate expense of collecting the 


duties on the lakes during the year 1836, includ- || 


ing the expense of revenue cutters; the net amount 
of duties collected and the expenditures of the 


| Government on the lakes during the same period, 
| in constructing harbors, breakwaters, and light- | 
| houses, with the current expenses attending the | 


light-houses on the lakes during the year. 

By Mr. WALL: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library | 
be requested to inquire into the expediency of 
reprinting the Legislative Journals of the Senate, | 
under the direction of the Secretary, in folio form, | 
with types of proper size, and arranged into vol- | 


umes of convenient dimensions, with a complete || 
The number || 


index to be made to each volume. 


of copies to correspond with the usual number || 


of documents printed for the Senate, and be sub- | 


ject to distribution as may hereafter be made by || 


its order. 
JOHN E. WOOL. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, the bill for the | 


relief of John E. Wool was taken up and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered 
to a third reading. 


SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands to 
actual settlers, and in limited quantities, the ques- 
tion being on the first amendment of Mr. Moore, 
to reduce the price of the lands that have been in 


| the market ten years to one dollar, and those that 


have been in the market fifteen years, to seventy- 
five cents. 


Mr. MOORE said that having been an early |) 
| emigrant to that section of the country in which | 


he lived, and having some knowledge of the pri- 


suffered, in common with those who emigrated to | 


the western country, it was natural that he should | 


feel some sympathy and sensibility, owing to what 


| had been said on this floor respecting the State of | 


Alabama, in the way of denunciation. The Sen- | 


tion right; and he had intimated that they, by 


class of people, to bring about the Indian wars | 
which have taken place. He (Mr. M.) denied the 
assertion, and would tell gentlemen what had 
caused them. It was the bad faith which had 
characterized the Government in carrying out the 
treaties mace with the Indian tribes. He thought 
that some of the gentleman’s constituents had 
been engaged, as well as others, in great specula- 
tions in the public lands. Even admitting, which 
he did not, that these poor men, who had been 


| 
| 
| 


tobacco trade, and praying Congress to take the || alluded to by the honorable Senator, as having 


| 
1} 


| induce more emigration to the West. 


‘| should be done. main 
| present form, he could not consent to give his vote 


| by a purchaser. The lands had been s0 long hel 


| by the Government, that it was now decided] 
| their interest to bring them into the market at the 
same time; and, he ventured to say, that if the 
| price was not reduced at once, they never would 
_be sold. His amendment was intended to bene§; 
that class of his fellow-citizens who had been 
driven out of the public land market; for it wag 
the rich men who had heretofore been realizine 
enormous sums of money by purchasing lands. 
Should his amendment be adopted, it would enable 


| the poor man to possessa freehold. He denied 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 


that this bill was for the benefit of the new States 
| only, as had been asserted; it was, on the con. 
| trary, intended to benefit the people of the United 
| States generally. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 


|| the amendment by yeas and nays; and it was 


rejected—yeas 16, nays 23. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the second clause of the proposed amendment, 
| which was, ‘‘ that any person who had resided 
‘on,and purchased, land at one dollar and twenty. 


|| * five cents per acre during the year 1836, and who 


| ‘shall be in possession of such land at the pas- 
| * sage of this act, shall be allowed to enter one 
* quarter section until 1838, provided he shall have 
‘proved his right before July next, before the 


| ‘register and receiver of the proper land office.” 


The amendment was negatived by a vote of 27 


| to 15. 


Mr. WHITE said that he was not satisfied 
with the bill in its present shape, nor did he know 
that any amendment could be offered to it which 
would reconcile him to its provisions. He had 
voted with the friends of the bill as far as he 
could, in order that it might be so amended as to 
| meet with the approval of a majority of the Sen- 





| ate. Mr. W. proceeded to examine and comment 
| on the provisions of the bill. 

He then went on to say that the bill was partial 
| in its character, for it gave a preference to one 
, portion of society over another in the purchase of 
the public lands. He argued that the bill, in its 


|| present shape, went to change the whole land sys- 


| tem of the country, and excluded from becoming 
urchasers the great mass of society, in order to 
According 


|| to this bill, persons might obtain land, and that, 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the || too, without intending to become occupiers of it. 


| Now, he thought it was not sound policy to do 
| this; nor could a good reason be given why it 
f the bill was to remain in its 


for it. Yet he must confess that he should regret, 


| after the subject had been so long under consider- 


ation, if nothing were done that would prove ber- 
eficial to the new States, while, at the same time, 
/ no injustice should be perpetrated against the old. 


| With regard to the large amount of revenue which 
vations and hardships which his fellow-citizens | 


had been derived from the sales of the public lands 
during the past year, he would tell gentlemen how 
it happened to be so much greater than at any 
former time. Why, ashort time before the Indian 
title had been extinguished, a large portion of the 
| finest lands were brought into the market, and the 
“consequence was, that almost every man who 
| wished to procure some of them, and yet not 
| having the means, obtained accommodation at the 
banks, and then purchased. Afterwards, they 
/sold to great advantage, and repaid what they 
| borrowed. And this had been the course pursued 
in regard to the public lands, which some gentle- 
| men might call ‘*speculating.”” Now, the mo- 
ment the money deposited with the States should 
be withdrawn, an end would be put to this state 
of things.. In fact, even at this time, the best 
| lands in the South and Southwest were gone; and 
| yet Congress was about to legislate to prevent 
speculation and preserve the public lands. 
After some further remarks, Mr. W. observed: 
Let justice be done to the new States; but let no 
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radical change be made in the laws, unless gentle- | 
men were quite sure that that change was made | 
upon a principle which the ry of the whole 
Union would approve of. If that course were 
not pursued, the result might be that two parties 
would be got up, of the old States on one side and 
the new on the other, and then no man could fore- 
tell what would happen to the liberties and pros- 
perity of the Confederacy. If the amendment he 
roposed to offer should be adopted, our land sys- 
om would be preserved, while, at the same time, 
jt would prevent, as much as any scheme could, 
the frauds known to be committed, as regarded 
the publiclands. Mr, W. concluded his remarks 
by offering the following as a substitute for the 
amendment reported by the committee on the 
Public Lands: . 4 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert 

e following: . . 
S every settler or occupant of the public lands prior 
to the passage of this act, who was in posses-ion on the first 
day of December last, and cultivated any part thereot in 
the year eighteen hundred and thirty-six, shall be entitled 
to ail the benefits and privileges provided by an actentitled 
« An act to grant preémption rights to settlers on the public 
lands » approved May twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and 
thirty, and thesaid actis hereby revived and shall continue 
in foree one year: Provided, That, where more than one 

ersou may have settled upon and cultivated any one quar- 
ber section of land, each one of them shail have an equal 
share or interest in the same quarter section, but shall have 
no claim to any other land: 4nd provided always, That | 
the provisions of this act shall not extend to any person 
who made his settlement or occupancy before the extin- 
guishment of the Indian title to the land on which he set- | 
tled, or to which he claims a right of occupancy. — 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in cases 
where individuals were entitled to the benefits of the pre- 
emption act of June, eighteen undred and thirty-four, and 
were deprived of said rights by the location of Indian reser- 
vations having been placed on their improvements, after 
such settlements were made, the persons haviig been so 
entitled shall be allowed to enter one quarter section of any 
of the public lands (not reserved from sale) in the State in 
which such persons resided: Provided, 'That such persons 
shall produce satisfactory proof before the proper land offi- 
cers, and make their selections of said quarter sections 
befure the first day of June next. : 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all lands which 
have been offered for sale twenty or more years, and remain 
unsold, shall hereafter be sold at fifty cents per acre; all 
lands which have been offered fifteen or more years, and 
less than twenty years, shall be hereafter sold at seventy- 
five cents per acre; and all lands which have been off-red 
ten or more years and less than fifteen years, shall be here- 
after sold at one dollar per acre: Provided, That not more 
tha» one hundred and sixty acres shall be sold to any one 
purchaser, nor to any other than actual setilers at such 
reduced prices. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the consent of 
the Unit-d States shall be, and hereby is, given to the 
States within which the public lands are situate, to impose 
and Jevy a tax on all lands which may hereafter be sold by 
the United States within their respective limits. 


Mr. WALKER made a few remarks expres- 
sive of his disapproval of the amendment of the 
Senator from Tennessee, and of his vpinion, that 
should the Senate entertain the idea of adopting 
the substitute, the consequence would be that no 
bill would be passed at the present session. 

Mr. SEVIER was in favor of the amendment, 
because it removed many of these vexatious re- 
strictions in the settlement and sales of the lands, 
which existed in the bill. ‘The bill, he said, had 
undergone so many amendments of which he dis- 
approved, that he was prepared to vote against it; 
but if this amendment prevailed, he would with 
pleasure give it his support. 

Mr. BLACK expressed his approbation of 
many parts of the amendment, but thought as 
there was no prospect of the most material parts 
of them being adopted, that their discussion would | 
delay the bill. The attempt to introduce the 
graduating principle had been made several times 
and failed, and it was useless, he thought, to try 


itagain. As he preferred going on with the bill, 
faulty as it was, be must vote against the amend- | 
ment. 


Mr. BENTON thought that one of the main 
objects of the bill had been almost taken away by 
the principle introduced by the amendment of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania. He was in favor of 
all the objects embraced by the amendment of the 
Senator from Tennessee, but he despaired of seeing 
them adopted, the votes on the graduation prin- 
ciple having been so often taken and decided || 
against, that he had no hopes of seeing them in- | 
troduced for at least two or three years to come. || 
Mr. B. took a review of the speculations in the || 
public lands several years ago, which had resulted |' 
in 80 much ruin and distress, and likened the 
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present rage for speculation to that in the above 
period. Hedid not, however, despair of seeing 
the graduation principle in time introduced, though 
it could not be done now—the darkest hour in the 
night being that just before the morning. Though 
he approved of the objects embraced in the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Tennessee, he must be 
compelled to vote against it, as he wished the bill 
to go on. 

Mr. WHITE said he was gratified to find that 
the principles of his amendment were approved of 
by several gentlemen; and he was more gratified 
that no one had been able to offer any argument 
against it. 

Mr. BENTON then observed, that as he con- 
sidered it of importance that the Senate should act 
with a full understanding of the amendment just 
offered, so much of which he approved of, he 
would do what he had not before been willing to 
consent to since the land bill was under discus- 
sion; that is, he would 1ove that the bill be laid 
over for the present, in order that the amendment 
might be printed and laid on their tables in the 
morning. 

At the suggestion of Mr. WHITE, Mr. B. sub- 
sequently moved that the Senate adjourn, and 
that the amendment be printed; which was agreed 
to; and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 2, 1837. 


Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, reported Senate bill, 
without amendment, for the relief of Andrew 
Knox, of Mississippi; which he moved to be 
ordered to a third reading. ’ 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, was op- 
posed to the motion, since it presented no claim 
for taking precedence over other land claims of a 
similar character. Ele moved to refer it to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HARRISON stated that the case of the 
applicant was a very hard one, and without pre- 
cedent with any other then beforethe House. Mr. 
H. made a brief statement of the claim, and the 
circumstances giving rise to it, and hoped that the 
bill would not be committed. 

After a few words further from Mr. CHAM- 
BERS, Mr. HUNTSMAN, Mr. BOON, Mr. 
E. WHITTLESEY, GHOLSON and CLAI- 
BORNE of Mississippi, the motion of Mr. 
CHAMBERS was disagreed to. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN moved to commit it to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. Lost. 

(The following was the substance of this claim: 
The surveyor employed to survey this township 
contrived to throw the sixteenth section upon the 
Rettlement of the claimant, who was entitled to 

reémption, instead of throwing it in the center, 

y commencing at the northeast corner, because 
the settler refused to give him $500. That was the 
allegation; but the fact was in evidence that, either 
through contrivance or ignorance, the surveyor 
did not commence at the proper point, and the 
school section was thrown into one corner. } 

The question recurring on ordering the bill toa 
third reading, 

Mr. ADAMS contended that, inasmuch as the 
bill involved the subject of preémption, and re- 
ferred also to the school section, or public land 
and public property, it ought to be committed. 
He therefore moved its reference to a Committee 
of the Whole House. 

Mr. MERCER replied by remarking that the 
public features of the bill grew out of the nature 


| of the private claim, and were not per se of a pub- 
| lic nature. 


Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, also remarked 
that the bill provided for nothing more than a 
change of the claimant’s claim. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, was perfectly 
satisfied of the justice of the claim, from the ex- 
planation he had heard, and thuught the bill should 
pass instanter. The claimant had been deprived 
of his right because he refused to give a bribe to 
the surveyor. 

Mr. ADAMS contended that they ought not to 
give away their public property because a man 
had been deprived of his rights through the 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


149 


roguery of a public officer, at least not without a 
fuller examination if the allegation were true. The 
title to the bill was not the proper one. It pur- 
ported to be a private bill, whereas, he maintained, 
it was clearly a public one. 

Mr. BOON remarked that this bill was not pre- 
sented in the character of a claim, for the individ- 
ual benefited by it only asked for that justice to 
which he was entitled without coming tnere, and 
of which he bad been deprived by the contrivance 
before referred to. 

Mr. KENNON said the Senate had three times 
passed this bill, and the Committee on the Public 
Lands had unanimously recommended its pas- 
sage. Moreover, every one interested in it, all 
the inhabitants of the township, and those charged 
with the trust of the school section, were all in 
favor of it. 

Mr. CARR bore testimony to the fact of the 
township having been improperly numbered, the 
school section having been thrown in the north- 
eastern corner; for, not satisfied with the petition- 
er’s statement alone, Mr. C. went himself to the 
land office, and examined the plat. The case he 
also described to be a very hard one. 

The motion to commit to a Committee of the 
Whole House was then put, and disagreed to; 
and the bill was ordered to be read a third time 
now; and it was then read a third time and passed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Oo motion of Mr. MERCER, the bill to pro- 
vide for the completion of the Cumberland road 
east of the Ohio, then on the Speaker’s table, was 
committed to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill relinquishing certain 
lands in the State of Ohio; [this was the title of 
the United States to the. road lands through the 
“Black Swamp;’’] which was read twice, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to- 
morrow. 


Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be requested to report to the House of Represent- 
atives, at their next session, upon the propriety 
of establishing a system of telegraphs for the 
United States. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved its consideration 
at that time; but it being objected to, the resolu- 
tion lies over one day for consideration. 


Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported Senate bill for the relief of 


Ransom Mix, with an amendment; which was 
committed, 


Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Leonard 
Loomis; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. REED asked the consent of the House to 
submit a resolution directing the Committee on 
Naval Affairs to inquire into the expediency of 
ordering to be built six sloops of war of the 
second class. 

Objection being made, Mr. R. moved a sus- 
pension of the rule, but the motion did not prevail, 
ouly 73 voting in the affirmative. 


Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported, without amendment, Sen- 
ate bill to authorize Peter Warner, of Indiana, to 
purchase a certain half section of land in said State; 
which was committed. 


Mr. McKEON, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to abolish protections to 
American seamen, and to provide passports; which 
was read twice, and committed to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Samuel P. Hugo; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, the 
Committee of Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the case of R. L. Breck- 
enridge; and the same was referred to the Com- 


-mittee on Roads and Canals. 


On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, the 
same committee was discharged from the further 
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consideration of the petition of the administrators | 


of General Gratiot; and the same was referred to | 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, the || 


game committee was discharged from the consid- || 


eration of the petition of Mr. A. Whitehead; and | 


the same was committed to the Committee on || 


Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, the | 
same committee was discharged from the consid- | 
eration of the petition of Christopher Holmead; | 


and the same was referred to the Committee on || 


Revolutionary Claims. 
Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the same com- | 


mittee, made an unfavorable report on the petition | 
of Henry Pearson; which was ordered to lie on | 
the table. 


Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the same com- | 
mittee, made reports on the petitions of George 
Thornborough and John Kennedy, praying pay- 
ment for property destroyed in the military ser- | 
vice of the United States; when it was 

Ordered, That the said claims be referred to | 
the Third Auditor of the Treasury for adjust- 
ment, 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the same com- 
mittee, to which was referred the petition of Mat- | 


thew Stuart, for extra work done on the Cumber- || 


land road, reported the following resolution; which | 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be 
discharged from the further consideration of the | 
petition of Matthew Stewart, and that the same | 
be referred to the Secretary of War. 


Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on || include a bill of more importance, in his estima- 


Private Land Claims, made an unfavorable report 
on the petition of David McCaleb; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manu- 
factures, madean unfavorable report on the memo- 
rial of George Whitman, praying to be allowed | 
to import, free of duty, iron and other materials | 
for certain steamboats; which was ordered to lie | 
on the table. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Jeremiah Linswell, praying for | 
arrears of pension; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 


tionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports on | 
the petitions of Lot Stricker, J. 1. Rollins, Jere- | 
miah Adams, and Gideon Stafford; which were | 
severally ordered to lie on the table. 





Invalid Pensions was discharged from the further | 
consideration of the petition of Lazarus Sprague, 
and the petition ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. CRANE, from the Committee on Revolu- | 


tionary Claims, made an unfavorable report on |, 


the petition of Catharine Telfair, daughter of Cap- | 
tain Wool, of the Revolution, praying for bounty 
land. 

Also, the petitions of the heirs of Jacob Som- 
mers, deceased, and Hannah Wise; which were 
severally ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid | 
Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the peti- 
tions of William Keller and William Poole; which | 
were ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of Eleanor S. Moore, praying for a pension 
for the services of her husband, a lieutenant in the 
revolutionary war. | 

Also, the petition of David B. Whitely, a sol- | 
dier, praying to be placed on the pension roll; | 
oo reports were severally ordered to lie on the | 
tabie. 


ARMY AND INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILLS. | 


Mr. CAMBRELENG asked the consent of 
the House to read a third time the Army and In- 
dian appropriation bills, ordered to a third reading 
on yesterday. 

Mr. BOYD inquired what was the order of the 
day at this time. 


i 
j 
| 
| 
| 


The CHAIR remarked that if no motion had || 


been made, the reference of the President’s mes- 
e would be the first subject in order. 
Mr. BOYD said that this being the case, he 
would inquire whether he was not entitled to the 
floor on that question, 


The CHAIR replied that he would have been, | 


if the subject had been announced to the House. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that when the |, 
civil and diplomatic bill came before the House, | 
| he understood that an amendment would be offered | 
which would open the whole question in relation | 


to Texas and Mexico. 


Mr. BOYD objected to the reading of the bills || 


at this time. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule for ped pgm of reading a third 
time the Army bill, and the Indian appropriation 
bill; and also to take up and consider all the appro- 


priation bills reported from the Committee of Ways | 


and Means. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved to include the 
light-house bill. 

Mr. MERCER moved to amend the latter 
motion by including the bill to complete the Cum- 
berland road east of the Ohio; which was lost. 

Mr. JARVIS further moved to include certain 
bills reported by the Committee on Naval Affairs; 
which was lost. 

Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi, declared 


himself opposed to a suspension of the rules, for | 
the purpose of making special orders, unless in || 


some great public emergency; it led to favoritism 


and partial legislation, affecting most injuriously || 
_ the new and weaker portions of the Union. But | 
if the rules were to be suspended to enable gen- | 
tlemen to get up their favorite bills, he desired to || 


tion, than any on the Calendar; and for that pur- 
pose, he sent the following amendment to the 
amendment to the Chair: 

And also bill No. 85, reported at the last ses- 


sion, entitled **A bill to graduate the price of || 
public land, to make provision for actual settlers, 


and to cede the refuse lands to the States in which 
they lie.’’ 

Mr. OWENS said it must be obvious that the 
greater part of the day would be consumed in 
these ineffectual motions, and he therefore moved 


the previous question; which was seconded by | 


the House—ayes 75, noes 71. 
The main question was then ordered to be put 


Mr. LAY, from the Committee on Revolu- ] ~—ayes 17, nese G8. 


he yeas and nays were then ordered on the 


| motion submitted by Mr. CamBre ene, to sus- 


pend the rule for the purpose of taking up and 
considering the bills indicated by him, and were— 


, , |, yeas 113, nays 74, (not two thirds;) as follows: 
On motion of Mr HOAR, the Committee on || 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, An- 
thony, Bailey, Barton, Bean, Black, Bockee, 


Bouldin, Bovee, Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, Wil- | 
| liam B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Chapin, Chetwood, 


Childs, Clarke, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Cor- 


win, Craig, Cramer, Cushing, Cushman, Darling- || 


ton, Denny, Doubleday, Efner, Evans, Everett, 
Farlin, Fowler, Fry, Fuller, Rice Garland, Gra- 
ham, Granger, Grantland, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harper, Samuel S. 


Harrison, Hopkins, Haynes, Hazeltine, Hender- || 


son, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Hubley, Munt, 
Huntsman, Ingham, Janes, Jarvis, Cave Johnson, 


John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Klingensmith, 1 


Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, 
Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Lewis, 


Mason, Moses Mason, McKay, McKennan, Mc- 
Keon, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, 
Morris, Owens, Parker, Patterson, Peyton, 


| Phelps, Pinckney, Joseph Reynolds, Robertson, 


Rogers, Russell, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, 
Sprague, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Tur- 
ner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Wardwell, 
Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, and Young— 
113. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Chilton Allan, Ash, 
Bell, Bond, Boon, Boyd, Briggs, Bynum, John 
Calhoon, Carr, Carter, Casey, George Chambers, 
John Chambers, Chapman, Nathaniel H. Clai- 
borne, John F. H. Claiborne, Crane, Crary, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dunlap, Elmore, Forester, 
French, Gholson, Glascock, Graves, Grayson, 
Grennell, Griffin, Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, 
Herod, Hoar, Howell, Huntington, Joseph John- 
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| son, flenry Johnson, Kennon, Kilgore, Luke 
|| Lea, Love, Lyon, Sampson Mason, Maury, Mo. 
| Carty, McLene, Milligan, Patton, James 4 
Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickens 
John Reynolds, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shield,’ 
| Standefer, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, Underwood, Vinton, Wasbinetoy 
Webster, White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wi! 
liams, Sherrod Williams, and Yell—74. 
So the motion was decided in the negative. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the fo}. 
lowing engrossed bill was taken up on its third 
| reading: ** A bill making appropriations for the 
_ current expenses of the Indian department, and for 
| fulfilling treaty stipulations with the various Indian 
| tribes, for the year 1837.” 

Mr. GRENIVELL expressed his opposition to 
| the mode by which the Indians had been removed 

|| adverting to the article quoted yesterday from the 
|, Arkansas Gazette by Mr. Evererr. 

| Mr. ALFORD was sorry to see gentlemen 
| here expressing so much sympathy for a race of 
/men who had committed such atrocities as the 
savages in Georgia and Alabama. He depicted, 
| in most glowing colors, the scenes which had oc. 
_curred in that region of country. The Indians 
had murdered whole families, and robbed them 
of their goods, yet gentlemen set up this sickly 
cry of sympathy for these poor savages. Mr. 4, 
_had met these savages face to face, and arm to 
/arm, in hostile array; and he repeated, that if 
gentlemen had been with him, they would have 
found these savages the last persons in the world 
to be taken for an object of sympathy. He did 
|| not believe, as some do, that the President was 
concerned in frauds which had*been committed on 
| the Creeks; and he was of opinion, that if the 
| President’s views had been carried out, the evils 
| would have been corrected; he believed there were 
those around the President who had misrepre- 
sented the state of facts. These frauds were per- 
petrated, he believed, by citizens from nearly all 
the States, as well as citizens of Georgia and 
Alabama; but the fault was in the treaty. It was 
the treaty being imperfect which led to them; and 
he believed that every purchase and contract in 
the Creek nation was null and void. So far as 
|| related to the removal of those Indians, he pre- 
ferred their removal by contractors, because it 
was necessary they should be removed, and the 
agents of the General Government who had been 
charged with this duty had failed to perform it. 
The contractors would perform it; therefore he 
preferred them. 

Mr. GRENNELL denied that he was an ad- 
vocate of the savage barbarities, but he had sym- 
pathies for them, and he was opposed to the con- 
tinuance of visiting vengeance, as a corresponding 
| measure of cruelty, upon the heads of their women 
and helpless children, on account of their war- 
riors. 

Mr. EVERETT reiterated his explanation 
| made yesterday in reference to the report made 
by himself on the subject of the Indian tribes; and 
| adverted to the causes of the Creek war. Aftera 
few further remarks, the purport of which was 
|| not distinctly heard, Mr. E. alluded to the brief 
|| sketch of his remarks in the Globe of this morn- 
ing, and remarked that he was sorry to say that 
| the reports of the proceedings of the House were 
|| more correctly reported in that than in any other 
1} er. 
| he bill was then read a third time and passed. 
| ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
|| The bill making appropriations for the support 
| of the Army of the United States for the year 

| 1837, was also read a third time and passed. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked the general con- 
sent of the House to go into Committee of the 
_ Whole on the state of the Union, on the naval 
| service bill. ; 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, object- 


ing. 7 
r. CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of 
the rule. 
Mr. THOMPSON asked for the yeas and nays; 
| which were ordered, and were—yeas 132, nays 
23; as follows: 
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| Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Job Mann, William || P® 
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Bailey, Beaumont, Black, Bockee, Bond, Bouldin, 


Briggs, Buchanan, William B. Calhoun, Cam- | 


Carter, George Chambers, Chapin, 
eral H. Claiborne, Clark, Coles, Craig, 
Cramer, Crane, Crary, Cushing, Cushman, Dar- 
jington, Deberry, Denny, Doubleday, Dunlap, 
Efner, Everett, Farlin, Fry, Fuller, Gholson, 
Glascock, Graham, Granger, Grantland, Gren- 
nell, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hiland Hall, Harlan, 
Harper, Samuel S. Harrison, Hawkins, Hazel- 
tine, Henderson, Hoar, Holt, Hubley, Hunting- 
ton, Huntsman, Ingham, William Jackson, 
Janes, Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Richard 
M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Benjamin Jones, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Law- 
rence, Lay, Gideon Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke 
Lea, Leonard, Loyall, Job Mann, William 
Mason, Moses Mason, Maury, McKay, Mc- 
Keon, McKim, McLene, Miller, Milligan, Mont- 
gomery, Moore, Morgan, Owens, Page, Parker, 
Patton, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Phelps, Phil- 
lips, Pinckney, a Reynolds, Richard- 
son, Robertson, Rogers, Russell, Schenck, Sey- 
mour, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, 
Slade, Smith, Sprague, Standefer, Steele, Storer, 
Sutherland, Taliaferro, John Thomson, Turner, 
Turrill, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Vinton, Wag- 
ener, Ward, Wardwell, Washington, Webster, 
Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittle- 
sey, Yell, and Young—132. 


NAYS—Meessrs. Chilton Allan, Boyd, Bunch, | 


Bynum, John Calhoon, Casey, John Chambers, 


John F. H. Claiborne, Dawson, Elmore, Gray- | 


son, Griffin, Hard, Albert G. Harrison, Howell, 
Lawler, Sampson Mason, Pettigrew, John Rey- 


nolds, Waddy Thompson, White, Lewis Wil- || 


liams, and Sherrod Williams—23. 

So the rule was suspended, and the House ac- 
cordingly, on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Parton in the chair,) 
and took up the ‘¢ bill making appropriations for 
the naval service for the year 1837.” 

The bill having been read through, was taken 
up by sections. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that the prin- | 


cipal increase in this bill above that of last year, 
was in consequence of the equipping the exploring 
expedition; besides this there was an appropria- 
tion for fitting out the ship-of-the-line Pennsyl- 
vania, and two sloops of war. 

The first section was read as follows: 


‘‘For pay of commission, warrant, and petty | 


officers, and of seamen, $2,434,886.”’ 

Mr. JARVIS said, in this item was included the 
appropriation for the expioring expedition to the 
South Pacific, which seemed to be about to be car- 
ried on to an extent he did not think the country 
would justify. He therefore moved to reduce the 
item $150,000. 

In support of his motion M®. J. adduced the 


testimony of Captain Cook, who bequeathed as a | 


legacy to the world that no vessel sent on an ex- 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Ash, 


undred tons, two of which would be sufficient. | 
This principle had been adopted by the British | 


and French Governments. He was afraid that if 
the expedition was fitted out on the magnificent 
scale proposed, it would excite ridicule. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the motion would 
be adopted. he concurred entirely with the view 


taken by the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Jarvis,] | 


and he felt it his duty to state his concurrence in 
those views. He had made inquiries of many 


practical men, and some of the highest officers of | 


the Navy, on this subject, and from the informa 
tion he had obtained from them, he was perfectly 
satisfied that the views taken by the gentleman 
from Maine were correct, and he hoped the House 


Mr. PHILLIPS said if the leading friends of 
the Administration, in view of the present posture 
of the question, in view of the present expectation 
of the world, in view of the responsibility assumed 


by the President, were disposed to interpose any | 


obstacle to the completion of this expedition, upon 
them be the responsibility of its failure; for fail it 
would, if this motion should prevail. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, cited the law 
passed last session authorizing the President to 
employ a sloop of war, and such other smaller 
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vessels as might be necessary for the expedition, 
appropriating $150,000 for that purpose. 
Mr. JARVIS remarked that the gentleman from 


Massachusetts seemed to regard this as a party | 


measure. It was no such thing. It was one in 
which the honor and renown of the nation was 
concerned. Mr. J. denied that he was opposed 
to the expedition; on the contrary, he wished it 
fitted out with credit to the public, in a manner to 
insure its complete success, and to redound to the 
honor and fame of every officer employed. His 
roposiotin was made to thatend. He stated he 
vad received the opinions of many officers of the 
Navy, of great skill and judgment, and they were 


| all confirmatory of his own as to the kind of ves- 


sels that ought to be employed. 

Mr. ADAMS thought the gentleman from 
Maine, the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, had done the President and heads of de 


partments injustice. Mr. A. entreated gentlemen | 
to withdraw the motion to reduce the appropria- 


tion. He did not consider it too large for the ob- 
jects to be obtained. He would vote three times 


the amount if called upon to do so, because it was | 


his hope that this expedition would shed honor on 
the American character, instead of holding it up 
to the ridicule of the world. 
Mr. ROBERTSON made an inquiry as to the 
amount required for fitting out the Macedonian. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, by citing the fol- 


|| lowing estimates: 


Estimate of the amount that will be required forthe support | . . 
. mm planters,and resolutions of the General Assembly 


of the frigate Macedonian, the store-ship Relief, the two 
barks, Pioneer and Consort, and the schooner Pilot, em- 
ployed on the surveying and exploring expedition, for 
one year. 

For the pay of commission, warrant, petty officers, and sea- 





men, and for the scientific corps............é $210,848 50 
FOE PYOVISIONG..ooccocccccsocscesceccccescesece 58,582 50 
For repairs, and wear and tear of the vessels on 

Che GRU Os eos i is ve skied vinwecees evceeces 50,000 00 
For medical and hospital stores .............4. 4,000 (0 
For ordnance and ordnance stores............5 7,000 00 
For contingencies........ Cees coereeecesscces 16,000 60 

$346,431 00 


| 
| 
| Mr. C. also cited some other estimates, con- 
nected with the exploring expedition, amounting 
| to upwards of $300,000. 

Mr. C. suggested to the gentleman from Maine 
not to press his motion at that time, but to with- 
draw it, and renew it in the House. 
| Mr. C. then adverted to thegreat scale on which 
| the expedition was projected, and contended, with 
the gentleman from Maine, that the object he had 
in view was to insure its success. By sending a 


| to pieces on the rocks, and the expense to the 
/ country would exceed a million of dollars, if fitted 
| out on the plan proposed. He expressed himseif 
warmly in favor of the objects of the expedition, 
/and reiterated that his support of the motion of 

Mr. Jarvis was to prevent the expedition from 


|| being shipwrecked, as it inevitably would be, in | 


| the opinion of many men of skill and judgment, 
| if it embarked on the magnificent scale proposed. 


pe expedition should exceed, if possible, three i Se Peer Leena eee nee iaenne 


of the law to the Executive, where the responsi- 
| bility was placed by the law of last session. From 


| all he had read, and from what he had gathered of | 
|| the importance of the trade of those seas, he be- | 
lieved an efficient force should accompany the ex- || 


pedition. It was of the first importance to impress 
| the savage with a great idea of our power, and for 


|| this millions were yearly expended. As yet the 
barbarians of the Polynesian Islands had seenonly | 
our merchantmen; but send a vessel of war to || 


them, and they would be impressed with a new 


| best results, and be the means of securing upon a 
| good basis our future trade and commerce there. 
| He was, therefore, for voting whatever was reason- 


could not go through this bill to-night, and he 
| therefore moved that the committee rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The committee then rose and reported. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


large frigate, she ran the hazard of being dashed | 


idea of our power that would certainly lead to the || 


would concur in it, and reduce the appropriation. | pany cena fon, without stiampting iaSietite weet | 
| particular ship or class of vessels should be em- | 


| ployed. 
Mr. BRIGGS said it was evident that they 


munication from the Secretary of the Navy, in | 
answer toa resolution of the House, covering a || which had been referred three several acts of the 
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report of the commissioner charged with the ex- 
amination of the ports south of the Chesapeake 
bay, with a view to the establishment of a navy- 
yard or a naval depot; which, on motion of Mr. 
JARVIS, was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the First Comptroller of the 
Treasury, transmitting to the Llouse a statement 
of the balances remaining unsettled by collectors 
of the customs for more than three years prior to 
the 30th of September last; which, 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

On motion, the House adjourned. 





SELECT JOINT COMMITTEE 


_ On the votes for President and Vice President of the 


United States. 


Mr. Tuomas, Mr. Camprerene, Mr. Reep, 
Mr. Connor, and Mr. Lyon, of the committee on 
the part of the House; and 

Messrs. Grunpy, Cray, and Wricur, on the 
part of the Senate; 

To ascertain and report a mode of examining 
the votes for President and Vice President of the 
United States, and of notifying the persons elected 
of their election. 


SELECT COMMITTEE, 
Ordered, That the memorial of the tobacco 


of the State of Maryland, upon the subject of the 
high rates of duty imposed: by foreign Govern- 
ments upon American tobacco, be referred to a 
select committee; and Messrs. Jenirer of Mary- 
ryland, Cores of Virginia, Incersoi. of Penn- 
sylvania, McKim of Maryland, Ropinson of Vir- 
ginia, Kennon of Ohio, Catnoon of Kentucky, 
Sueps of Tennessee, and Harrisonof Missouri, 
were appointed said committee. 


IN SENATE. 
Fray, February 3, 1837. 
On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, leave was 


granted to McKean Buchanan to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Mr. LINN presented two petitions from the 
citizens of Milwaukie, Wisconsin Territory, pray- 
ing for an apprepriation for the construction of 
a harbor at that place; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN also presented a petition from sun- 
dry citizens of Wisconsin, praying for appropri- 
ations for the construction of roads in said Terri- 
tory. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, leave was 
granted to Thomas G. Prettyman to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 

Petitions were further presented by Messrs. 
SOUTHARD, ROBBINS, and EWING, of Illi- 
nois. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill from 
thé Hlouse to change the title of certain officers of 
the Navy, reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. RIVES, from the same committee, also 
reported without amendment the bill authorizing 
| surveys for the purpose of establishing a southern 
naval depot on the coast of Florida, and the bill 
| making appropriations for constructing a dry-dock 
at Pensacola. 


| On motion of Mr. LINN, the Committee on 
| Private Land Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitions of Charles 
Hoyt and Benjamin Collins, Charles Johnson 
_and others. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred the netition 
of J.. B. Chandler and others, of St. Clair county, 
Illinois, reported a bill authorizing them to im- 
| port, free of duty, certain railroad iron; which 
| was read, and or‘ered to a second reading. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, to 
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THE 


Territorial Legislature of Wisconsin, incorpo- 
rating the stockholders of the Bank of Wiscon- 
ein, the Mineral Point Bank, and the Miners’ 


Bank of Dubuque, in said Territory, reported a | 


| government of the territory northwest of the river 


bill approving and confirming the same, with cer- | 


tain limitations and restrictions; which was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 


merce, reported a bill to suspend jor one year the 
tax or hospital money imposed on seamen; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionar 
Ann B. Van Brune; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to which had been referred the bill 


| other navigation on the same, for the security of | 
Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- | 


Claims, reported a bill for the relief of | 


for the relief of William Hogan, administrator of | 


Michael Hogan, deceased, reported the same with- 
ovt amendment. 


Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, 
to which had been referred the petition of Andrew 
Forrest, reported a bill for his relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolu- 
tions; which were adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to ascertain what it will cost to erect 
three hospitals of suitable dimensions, for the re- 
lief of sick and disabled seamen and watermen 
upon the waters of the Mississippi river, at the 
most suitable places for that purpose; also, what 


it will cost to erect the same number, if needed, on | 
the most important points on the Auantic and Gulf || 


coasts. 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
further instructed to draw up the project of a law 


to regulate the disbursement of funds for the relief 


of sick and disabled seamen, and for the govern- 
ment of hospitals erected for that purpose. 


Ohio, to be common highways and forever free to 


the inhabitants of that territory as well as citizens 
of the United States, are so far within the power 
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Georgia, Knight, Linn, Lyon, ‘Mase. M 


Orrig, 


| Nicholas, Norvell, Prentiss, Preston, Robbing 


|, Robinson, Southard, Swift, Tipton, ‘Tom! 


of the General Government as that Congress can 


provide by law for the regulation of steamboat and 


inson, 


Walker, Wall, and White—38. 
Mr. NILES moved to amend the eighth section 


| by inserting the words ** by said parent.’’ 


commerce, the prevention of casualties and acci- | 
dents, and the recovery of damages for injuries | 


from neglect or purposely done, and for the pun- 
ishment of acts of violence. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


ing a light-house on Sand Island, opposite Mobile 
Point, and of placing buoys and beacons in Mo- 
bile bay. 


Mr. DAVIS offered the following resolution, | 
on which he asked immediate consideration, and || 


| accompanied it with an introductory explanation, 


as follows: 
‘* Mr. Dodge, Consul at Bremen, represents his 


goods to this country evade the seventh section of 
the act of 1823, which requires that such persons 


| should verify their invoices before the Consul, 
Mr. KENT, on leave, introduced a bill for the 

relief of Anna M. Smith; which was read twice, | 

and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. | 


by neglecting to take the oath before him. This || d 
implies that entries are fraudulently made here, by | #™€" pom. 


| the perjury of those who take the necessary oath, || 


| offered his amendment to it, and he had thoy 
it would meet their approbation, 
_ stood, confined the sales of the public lands to 
| those who are in the West. He thought the 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of erect- | 


| belief that the merchants of that place who import || feelings of gentlemen from the West; but now he 


| was willing to let the section stand or fall upon its 





or by the negligence of the custom-house officers.” | 

Resolved, That the letter of Mr. Dodge be | 
referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, with | 
instructions to inquire if any abuses, such as he | 


intimates, are practiced here, or in any other country, | 


| in the importation of goods into the United States; |, Present who admitted that the lands of the Gov- 


| and to report to the Senate, at the next session of 
Congress, the result of his investigation. 


Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 


instructed to enumerate those posts and places in 
the United States where, because suitable accom- 


modations for the sick cannot be obtained, or from | 


any other cause, there is a strong necessity for 


hospitals, and to make report upon this and the | 


other instructions in these resolutions, at the next 
session of Congress. 


The following resolutions were also submitted, | on striking out the eighth section of the bill. 


The question was taken by yeas and nays; and | 


considered, and adopted: 

By Mr. SWIFT: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the act of Congress of the last session, 
granting pensions to the widows of deceased offi- 
cers and soldiers of the Revolution, as not to 
exclude from the benefit of its provisions any per- 
son who shall bea widow at the time of her appli- 


The resolution was, by consent, adopted. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
The bill from the House making appropriations 


their intrinsic value? 


|| any advantage from it, he could not agree to it, 


Mr. BUCHANAN had no idea that such oppo- 
sition would have been made to this section. He 
had consulted with western gentlemen before he 


ht 
The bill, - it 


people of the West would feel the paralyzing 
effects of the bill, should it pass in its present 


_ shape, although they express their willingness to 


make a sacrifice to diminish the surplus revenue 
He was willing to reduce the revenue derived from 
the sales of the public lands to effect that object, 
But when he was asked to vote for a bill which 
would cut off his own constituents from deriving 


He was willing, at an early stage, to meet the 


own merits, and, if necessary, he was willing to 
vote against the adoption of this or any similar 


Mr. WRIGHT remarked that his object in 
voting for a bill of this character, was to reduce 
the revenue, and to cifect that end by confining 
the sales of public lands to actual settlers. He 
did not see why such xu principle might not be 
incorporated in this bill. Was there any one 


ernment in market were now offered for sale below 
He would not vote fora 


pronase to raise the price, because he did not 


elieve the Jands were worth more than one dollar 


and twenty-five cents. But, if he believed in the 


for the current expenses of the Indian department, |, 
and for fulfilling treaties with certain Indian tribes | 


for the year 1837; and 
The bill from the House making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the year 1837; 
were severally read twice and referred. 
JOHN E. WOOL. 
The bill from the House for the relief of John 
E. Wool was read the third time and passed. 


SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 


bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands, | would of course be very much improved in every 


|| except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities. 


| 
j 
} 


Mr. NORVELL moved to reconsider the vote 


decided ia the negative, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Ewing of Illi- 


opinion reéchoed in that body, he should feel it 
his duty to move to raise the price. He believed 
the minimum price of the Government was high 


enough; nor did he think that public policy would 


admit of its being raised. Entertaining this opin- 


|| ion, he would not admit that it was a privilege 


conferred on a citizen to give him an opportunity 


| of purchasing the public land, unless he wanted 
| to use it. 


He believed it was a privilege when a 


, Man wanted a farm to cultivate, that he should 


have land at the lowest price. Mr. W. argued 


| that it was not to be supposed that lands could be 


sold at the end of ten years, when the country 


respect, at the same price as at the present time, 


_ though, according to the argument of gentlemen, 





nois, Fulton, Grundy, King of Alabama, Linn, || 


Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Robinson, | try would permit. But when a sort of preémp- 


Ruggles, Tipton, Walker, and Wright—17. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, |! 
Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, | 


Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hendricks, Hubbard, || 


it would appear that such was to be the case. His 
judgment was this, that the interests of the whole 
Union, and of those who live where the lands are 
located, required that Congress should put them 
into their handgat as low a rate as reason would 
dictate, and as rapidly as the growth of the coun- 


tion right was opened to a man, unaccompanied 
with a settlement, that was not the way to pro- 
mote a settlement of the lands. Mr. W. concluded 


o: 2 a : 7 i i ight b 
| Kent, King ot Georgia, Knight, Morris, Preston, || ee anne meee =~ ae re 


|| Prentiss, Robinson, Southard, Swift, Wall, and | be stricken out, but only modified so as to make 


| Sees. it acceptable to the Senat 
|| Mr. RUGGLES moved to amend the eighth Mr. BUCHANAN and Mr. WHITE made a 


|| section by striking out of the third line the word | ¢, ks i ly to Mr. i 
Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs | ** female,’’ and inserting in lieu the word ‘* male,”’ gsi Aad Phelan ciete 


; eer a oe Mr. HUBBARD thought the section should be 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of making | so as to restrict the entry by parents to male | amended in some particulars, and that authority 
some compensation to the Iowa tribe of Indians, || children only. | should be given to the States to tax the public 
for their interest in the lands ceded to the United | Mr. BUCHANAN said he would much rather | lands in which they lie. He had so voted in the 
States by the Sacs and Fox Indians in the treaties | lose the whole section than exclude the ladies. 1] 


s - _case of Arkansas and Michigan. 
of July 15th, 1830, and 2ist of September, 1832, | Mr. RUGGLES presumed the ladies would not) Mr. NORVELL moved to amend the second 
to which lands it was admitted in the treaty of | 


: y. be very desirous of entering on the arduous task _ section of the substitute proposed by Mr. Wuite, 
August, 1825, the said lowa Indians had a joint | of cutiing down forests and clearing wild lands, || by adding to the end of the same the words: 
claim with the said Sacs and Foxes; as also into || and on that account he had introduced the amend- |; “**.4nd provided further, That nothing herein con- 
the expediency of negotiating with the deputation | ment. || ‘tained shall be construed contrary to the several 
of lowa Indians, now in this city, for the extin- | Mr, CLAY asked for the yeas and nays; which || ‘ acts granting lands for the purpose of education, 
ane of their title to the lands to which the | were ordered; and the motion was decided in the | ‘ the salt springs, or for any other purpose pro- 
cs and Foxes, and themselves have atill a joint 1 a 3, nays 38; as follows: 


claim under the said treaty of 1825. EAS—Messrs. Niles, Ruggles, and Wright | : 
—3. || The question being taken on the amendment, it 


By Mr. MORRIS: } | 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary || _ NA YS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, || was agreed to. 
inquire whether the river Mississippi, and the | Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, | Mr. WEBSTER here moved an adjournment; 
navigable waters leading into the same, as well as | Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing of Illinois, || which was rejected—yeas 2], nays 25; as tol- 
i | Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, i lows: 


the navigable waters leading into the river St. Law- || J 3 ( 
rence, which are declared, in the ordinance for the '! Hubbard, Kent, King of Alabama, King of YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 


cation for a pension under said act, in consequence 
of her having married subsequent to the decease 
of her former husband, for whose services she 
claimed the benefit of said act. 


By Mr. LINN: 


1 
| 


| * vided for under the existing laws of the United 


* States.’’ 
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a rsh citi a ee a wo 
Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, | 
Kin of Georgia, Knight, Moore, Prentiss, Pres- | 


ton, Robbins, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tipton, |; 
Tomlinson, Wall, and W ebster—21. 
NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Black, Cuthbert, 
Dena, Ewing of Lilinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Rives, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Walker, White, and Wright— 


95 
aan RUGGLES moved to amend the second 
section, by providing that every purchaser shall 
be required to take the quantity purchased by him 
in not more than four different subdivisions, nor 
in less subdivisions than a sixteenth of a section. 
After a debate, Mr. CLAY moved an adjourn- 
ment; which was negatived—yeas 22, nayg 24. 


The question was then taken on Mr. RuGGues’s 
amendment, and carried—yeas 24, nays 17; as 

ows: 
i rEAs—Monie: Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dana, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, 
Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, Morris, Niles, 
Page, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, South- 
ard, Swift, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and | 
White—24. . : 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Ewing of Illi- 
nois, Fulton, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Ala- | 
hama, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Norvell, | 
Robinson, Sevier, Tipton, Walker, and Wright— | 


vr. DAVIS moved to amend the bill by pro- 
viding that no preémption shall be granted where 
the value of the land exceeds five dollars, and that | 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office shall | 
take measures to ascertain the value. 

The motion was rejected—yeas 16, nays 22; as | 
follows: || 

YEAS — Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clayton, | 
Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, King 
of Georgia, Knight, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, | 
Southard, Spence, Swift, Tomlinson, and Web- | 
ster—16. 

NA YS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buch- | 
anan, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Hubbard, | 
King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Morris, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Rives, Robbins, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Tipton, Walker, Wall, White, 
and Wright—22. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Wuirte’s 
motion to strike out all after the first section, and 
insert a substitute, and it was decided in the nega- | 
tive—yeas 14, nays 29; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Calhoun, Davie, Ewing | 
of Illinois, Hendricks, Kent, Moore, Norvell, | 
Preston, Robinson, Sevier, Walker, Webster, and | 
White—14. 

NAYS— Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden, C~thbert, Dana, | 
Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, Hubbard, King of Ala- | 


-bama, King of Georgia, Knight, Linn, Lyon, | 


Nicholas, Niles, Page, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, 
Ruggles, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Wall, and Wright—29. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the Senate then ad- 
journed. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 3, f837. 


The following resolution, reported yesterday by | 
Mr. SurHeRLAND, from the Committee on Com- | 
merce, was taken up and concurred in: 

** Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury | 
‘be requested to report to the House of Repre-— 
‘sentatives, at their next session, upon the pro- 
‘priety of establishing a system of telegraphs for 
‘the United States.”’ 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, from the Committee | 
for the District of Columbia, reported a resolution 
proposing to set apart Wednesday and Thursday, | 


| 
| 
SACU | 
| 
| 


the 15th and 16th days of February, from and after | 
the hour of twelve o’clock on each day, for the || 
purpose of considering bills relating to the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. EVERETT hoped the gentleman would | 
name some other day than Wednesday, ag on that | 
day it was his (Mr. E.'s) intention, with the leave | 
of the House, tocall up the *‘ bill to provide for the | 
security and protection of the emigrant and other | 
Indians west of the State of Missouri and Terri- | 


tory of Arkansas.”* 
Friday, the 16th and 17th. 

Mr. SHEPARD had no objection to the alter- 
ation; and he moved a modification to that effect, 
but it was disagreed to by the House. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, moved to amend 
the resolution by including the ‘bill to extend 
the provision of an act entitled ‘An act supple- 
mentary to the act for the relief of certain sur- 
viving officers and soldiers of the Revolution,’ 
approved 7th of June, 1832.” 

Mr. WARDWELL moved to amend the 
amendment by including all the bills reported 
from the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
Lost. 

The amendment of Mr. Jonnson was also dis- 
agreed to; and the original resolution non-con- 
curred in. ; 


Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John 
Kreeps; which was read twice, and committed to 
the same Committee of the Whole to which had 
been committed the bill for the relief of John W. 
Oliver. 


Mr JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 


| Affairs, reported the following resolution; which 


was concurred in: 
Resolved, Tinnat the Committee on Naval Affairs 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| instituting an examination of George’s Bank, for 


the purpose of ascerfaining the practicability of 
forming an artificial island upon it, to lessen the 
perils arising from that most dangerous shoal to 
every vessel approaching the eastern coast of the 
United States from foreign countries, and to ves- 
sels of the United States engaged in the coasting 
trade between the eastern and southern States. 

Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
James P. Rice; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 


He suggested Thursday and l 


Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, from the Com- | 


mittee on Commerce, to which was referred the 
petition of John Kern, deputy collector, and 
John D. George, deputy naval officer, of the port 


of Philadelphia, reported the following resolu- 
tion: 
| Resolved, That the memorial of John Kern and 


John D. George be referred to the First Comp- 
troller of the Treasury, to be by him transmitted 
to the collector of the port of Philadelphia, who 
is hereby directed to settle the claim of said Kern 
and George, for services as clerks, by them per- 
formed in carrying into effect the 18th section of 
the tariff act of July 14, 1832, according to agree- 


| ment. 


know something about this resolution before he 
could vote for it. 

Mr. PEARCE explained that an appropriation 
had been made for the payment of clerk hire, to 
carry into effect the tariff act of 1832. The service 
had been performed by the deputy collector and 
deputy naval officer after office hours; but the 
collector had construed the law in such a manner 
that they could not procure their pay; and this 
resolution was for the purpose of providing that 
they should be paid. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, was 
opposed to paying out money in this way. They 
were not authorized to make appropriations unless 


resolution would not pass. 
Mr. PEARCE then went into a full explanation 


formed, stating, at the same time, that it had been 


| performed better by these clerks than it could 
| have been by. others; yet if other clerks had per- 
|, formed the service there would have been no ques- 
tion as to the propriety of paying them. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested that the most | 


appropriate course would be to move to discharge 


Mr. PEARCE said the subject had been before 


| the Secretary; andthe only question was as to the | 
lt was in consequence || 
of the construction the collector had put upon 7 | 

e || 
| from Indiana, [Mr. Boon and Mr. 


construction of the law. 


law, that the money was refused to be paid. 
had done what he considered to be his duty in 
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reporting the resolution; but if the House refused 
to adopt the report, he had nothing to say. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, said it 
appeared that the Secretary doubted whether he 
had the power to pay this money ;and the passage 
of this resolution was to relieve him of the respon- 
sibility of the matter. He contended the House 
had not the power to direct the Secretary to pay 
this money. 

Mr. HARPER contended that these men ought 
to be paid, inasmuch as the money had been ap- 
propriated for the purpose of paying this clerk 
hire; and they had performed the service, and that 
too out of office hours. 

Mr. PEARCE, then moved the following as a 
substitute for the original resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


| discharged from the further consideration of the 


subject, and that the same, with the report of the 
committee, be referred to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Caroline, than 
moved to lay the whole subject on the table. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON was opposed to allow- 
ing claims of this kind. If they admitted this 
claim there would innumerable claims come before 
them of a similar nature. 

Mr. HOAR could not see the propriety of refer- 
ring this subject to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. PEARCE again urged upon the House 
the propriety and justice of allowing this claim. 


| There was no doubt of their having performed 


the service, and that too better than it could have 
been done by strange clerks. 

Mr. HOAR moved to amend the substitute by 
striking out that part of it which referred the re- 
a of the committee to the Secretary of the 

reasury; which was agreed to—ayes 75, noes 
not counted. 

Mr. HARPER then moved to amend the reso- 


|| lution by referring the claim to the Secretary of 


the Treasury for settlement. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to refer the 
whole subject to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. HARPER could net see the propriety of 
referring this subject to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. HARDIN was opposed to allowing these 
claims, as there would be no end to them if once 
admitted. He considered the Government had the 
right to have the whole time of the clerks in its 
employ. Of late years the clerks had fixed their 
own hours; they would go to their offices at ten 
o’clock, and perhaps leave them by two; but if 
anything was done by them out of what they 


| call their office hours, they must ask for extra 
| pay. The House had had various applications of 


| by bill or joint resolution; and he hoped this | 


| this kind, but had always refused to grant them; 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, desired to || and he hoped that they always would do so. 


Mr. REED believed this claim to be just, and 
he would be pleased to see the committee bring in 
a bill for the relief of those individuals. This 
would be the proper course, and he thought the 
House should take the responsibility of peying 
these individuals, without sending it to the Secre- 


ee the Treasury. 


| of the manner in which the service had been per- || 


r. BOON thought if gentlemen were about 
to establish the principle that the Government 
should i the whole of the time of its cfficers, 
they should begin at home; and not permit mem- 
bers of the House, while they were getting their 
eight dollars per day, receiving compensation for 
services rendered out of the House. It was just 
as proper that this restriction should be placed 
upon members of that House, as upon clerks in 
the departments. 

Mr. LANE said he fully concurred in the opin- 


| ion expressed by the honorable gentleman from 


Massachusetts, (Mr. Reep.] That he arose to 


| correct one observation on this point which fell 


from his friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Harpm,} 


| which, in his opinion, did great injustice to the 


clerks in the departments. He had been called 


| upon to do business in the different departments 


the Committee from the subject, and refer it to || 
|| the Secretary of the Treasury. 


during the present session, and had called at all 


| hours, from nine to twelve, and lately from nine 


| 


to eleven; that he had at all times found them in 
their offices, zealously and faithfully dispatching 
every duty, carrying into effect what he consid- 


| ereda we severe law of the last session. 


Mr. HARDIN briefly replied to the gentlemen 


Lane.} 




































































FS RA ain eee RAE: 


154 


Mr. PEARCE dented that this was a dain for | 


extra pay or extra services. He had not advo- 
cated it upon that principle. It was a claim for 


services which would have been paid if other in-— 


dividuals had performed them, and the money was 
already appropriated in anticipation for the pay- 
ment of these services. But by the construction 


put upon the law by the collector, he withheld the | 


money. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then read the law on 
the subject, and Mr. HARPER made some fur- 
ther remarks in support of the claim. 


Mr.WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, moved that the | 


House proceed to the orders of the day; which 
was agreed to. 


ADDITIONAL SLOOPS OF WAR. 


Mr. REED, by the leave of the House, report- 
ed, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was considered and 
adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs | 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
building six sloops of war of the second class. 
EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 
Mr. PHILLIPS asked leave of the House to 


submit the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United | 


States be requested to inform the House of the 
progress which has been made in the arrange- 
ments for the survey and exploring expedition 
authorized at the last session of Congress, and of 
the objects and measures to which said expedition 
is to be devoted. 


Mr. HALL, of Maine, objecting, 


Mr. PHILLIPS moved a suspension of the | 


rule for this purpose; which was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON, of Ohio, moved the following | 


amendment, which Mr. Purvurps accepted as a 
modification: 

‘* And also of the size and the names of the 
vessels designated by the department to be em- 
ployed in the exploring expedition; with the 
number of the officers and men therein; together 
with a statement of the expenditures already in- 
curred in fitting out the expedition, and an estimate 
of the further expenditures which will be neces- 


sary until its successful termination, on the plan | 


now projected.”’ 


Mr. ROBERTSON then moved the following 


amendment: 


Strike out all after the word ‘* Resolved,’’ and | 


insert the following: 


‘¢ That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to | 


communicate to this House the number of vessels 


seas; the class to which they respectively belong; 


the cost already incurred, and that which is esti- 

mated will be incurred, in completing their equip- | 
ment; the time when the expedition may be | 
expected to sail, and its probable annual cost | 
afterwards; also whether either of the said vessels, | 


or any other public vessel, has been put in requi- 
sition for the conveyance of General Santa Anna 


to Mexico, or elsewhere; and, if so, the authority || 
under which such requisition has been made; with | 


all orders to and from the department relative 
thereto.’’ 


Mr. PHILLIPS hoped this amendment would | 


not prevail. ‘The resolution, as modified, called 
for all the information desired in relation to the 
South sea expedition; therefore he could not see 
the necessity for the gentleman’s amendment. 


for the yeas and nays on the proposed amendment, 
which were not ordered; and the amendment was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. MERCER then submitted an amendment 
calling on the Secretary for a list of the officers of 
the Navy, with the dates of their respective com- 
missions, and the number of years each had been 
at sea, since the year 1814. 
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The resolution, as modified, was then agreed 


| to. 


SURVEY OF JAMES RIVER. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


munication from the Secretary of War ad interim, | 


transmitting a report of the survey of James river, 
made during the last session of Congress; which, 
on motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


HARBOR OF HAVRE DE GRACE. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 


another communication, from the same, transmit- | 


ting a report of the survey of the harbor of Havre 


| de Grace; which, on motion of Mr. SUTHER- || 


LAND, was similarly referred. 


day. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 
The bill to place the name of Dr. John P. 


Briggs on the Navy pension fund, was read the 
third time and passed. 


The motion to reconsider the vote of the House || 
rejecting the ‘bil! for the relief of Ebenezer | 


Breed,’’ was decided in the negative. 
’ g 


The House then took up the ‘ joint resolution 
granting a pension to Mrs. Decatur,’’ the question 
being on its third reading. 

Mr. JARVIS moved to commit it to the Com- 


mittee on Naval Affairs; which motion, after | 
some remarks from Messrs. JARVIS, WASH- | 
INGTON ,PARKER,CAMBRELENG, REED, || 


CRAIG, CELAMBERS of Kentucky, HARPER, 
and GRENNELL, was disagreed to—ayes 55, 
noes 71. 

The resolution was then further discussed by 


Messrs. PATTON, JARVIS, REED, PEARCE || 
| of Rhode Island, WASHINGTON, HOWARD, | 
PARKER, MANN of New York, CAMBRE- || 


LENG, and UNDERWOOD. 


Mr. REED asked for the yeas and nays on the || 


engrossment of the resolution; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 119, nays 52; and it was ordered 
to be read a third time this day. 

Subsequently the resolution was read a third 


|| time and passed. 
The ‘bill for the relief of David Kilbourn” | 


was then taken up. 
This bill had passed the committee, and was 


on its engrossment. The case was a well known || 
|, one, and had been for several years before Con- 
gress, and been more than once rejected, and re- | 


peatedly set aside. Kilbourn alleges that he was 


designed, and fitted out, or now fitting out, for || 8 Canadian epy, and, after mach suffering, suc- 


the exploring expedition to the Pacific and South | eee EE, ee TS ee ee 


property by confiscation. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, asked for the | 


yeas and nays; which were ordered. 


Mr. HOWELL called for the reading of the || 


bill and report; which was ordered. 
After some remarks by Mr. WARDWELL, 


the question was taken, and decided in the affirm- || 


ative—yeas 83, nays 65. 


read a third time to-morrow. é 
SURVEY OF THE SOUTHERN COAST. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 


munication from the Secretary of the Navy, in 
_ compliance with a resolution of the House of the 
830:h ultimo, informing the House of the progress 
made in the survey of the coast from the Rigolets 


| to Mobile Point; which, on motion of Mr. JAR- 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, called | 


VIS, was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House ad- 
journed. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, February 4, 1837. 


| Mr. CLAY presented a memorial from sundry | 


| 
| 


The House then passed to the orders of the 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 


February 4, 
Mr. CLAY then moved that an additional 
member be added to the same conimittee ot 
appointed by the Chair; which, being agreed t . 
Mr. RueGves was appointed. - ” 
Mr. NORVELL presented the petition f 
sundry citizens of Michigan, praying for appro 
priatiens for internal improvements; which wa, 
|| referred to the Committee on Commerce, ” 
Mr. TIPTON presented a memorial and join, 
resolution of the Legislature of Indiana, oy th 
subject of internal inprovements; which was 7 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
Mr. LINN presented a memorial from sundr 
|| citizens of Missouri, on the subject of epoliation, 
on American commerce by the I'rench prior to the 
| year 1800; which was referred to the Committee 
| on thegJudiciary. 
Mr. MORRIS presented a memorial from , 
citizen of Cleveland, Ohio, setting forth that for 
‘| several years past there has been a continued 
rising of the waters of Lake Erie, and a conse. 
| quent washing away of the southern shore of said 
lake, which he (the memorialist) attributes to the 
obstruction caused by the dam constructed at Black 
Rock for the purpose of making a harbor. The 
|| petitioner prays that the Government will cause 
|| the same to be removed; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce and ordered to be 
| printed. 
|| VOTES FOR PRESIDENT AND VICE PREsI- 
DENT. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the select committee 
|| appointed to consider and report on the mode of 
|| examining and counting the votes for President 
| and Vice President, &c., and whether any votes 
|| have been given by persons not competent under 
the Constitution, made a special report thereon; 
| which was read. 
| The report states that in some instances not 
| more than four or five electors have been chosen jn 
| some of the States, who are officers of the General 
| Government, (deputy postmasters,) and that such 
|| votes are, in the opinion of the committee, not in 
| conformity with the provisions of the Constitution; 
| but at the same time,the few votes thus given will 
|| not vary the result of the election, as it was not 
| contemplated by any one that the appointment of 
|| one ineligible elector would vitiate the vote of his 
|| State. The report conciudes by recommending 
the adoption of the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That the two Houses shall assemble in the 
Chamber of the House of Representatives on Wednesday 
next, at twelve o’clock, and the President of the Senate 
shall be the presiding officer ; that one person be appointed 
| a teller on the part of the Senate, and two on the part of 
| the House of Representatives, to make a list of the votes as 
they shall be declared; that the result shall be delivered to 
the President of the Senate, who shall announce the state 
of the vote, and the persons elected, to the two Houses 
assembled as aforesaid, which shall be deemed a declaration 
of the persons elected President and Vice President of the 
| United States ; and, together with a list of votes, be entered 
| on the Journals of the two Houses. 

Resolved, That in relation to the votes of Michigan, if 
|| the counting or omitting to count them shall not essentially 
change the result of the election, they shall be reported by 
|| the President of the Senate in the following mamer: 

**‘ Were the votes of Michigan to be counted, the result 
would be for A B for President of the United States 
votes. If not counted, for A B for President of the United 

| States votes. But in either event A B is elected 

President of the United States.” And in the same manner 

| for Vice Presiden. 

_Mr. NORVELL rose, and said that the resolu- 
tions were joint resolutions. The first prescribed 

| the usual manner in which the two Houses would 
assemble together on the second Wednesday in 
| February, for the purpose of counting the votes 
for Fresident and Vice President of the United 
| States. To this, of course, he had no objection. 
' The second resolution, in relation to the votes of 
|| Michigan, declared, in substance, that if they were 
not essential to the election of a President, they 
should be announced, but need not be received as 
| good. ‘heir reception, then, as sound votes, 
depended upon a contingency which it was known 
would not happen. He called for a division of the 





Mr. JARVIS suggested that it would be more || authors of the United States, complaining of the | motion of the Senator from Tennessee, in order 
yroper to move this asa separate resolution. ‘The || existing laws in relation to copy-rights, and pray- that he and his colleague might have an oppor- 
information required by it could not be obtained || ing that the same may be revised and amended; | tunity of recording their votes against the second 
for a considerable time, and would prevent an || and moved to refer it to the select committee ap- || resolution. Michigan, when the people of that 
early answer being made to the original resolu- || pointed to consider the memorial of the authors of | State gave their votes for presidential electors, was 
tion. || Great Britain on the same subject. || a sovereign State, acknowledged to be such by an 

After a few words from Mr. MERCER, Mr. || After some remarks from Messrs. CLAY and || act of the Congress of the United States. She 
Janvis’s amendment was disagreed to. || PRESTON, the reference was ordered. \| was now, before her electoral votes were to be 
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counted, a sovereign State of this Union, acknowl- | same. Now, when gentlemen reflected for a mo- 
edged to be such by another act of the Congress || ment upon the operations of this Government, the 
of the United States. He had, therefore, risen to | difficulties to be settled, the important questions | 
nter his most solemn protest, in behalf of the | pending, and especially the one as to the election | 
y ple of Michigan, against any decision of this | of a Chief Magistrate, they would see at once the | 
body, or of Congress, which would, even by | necessity of avoiding doing anything which would | 
implication, have the effect of preventing their | have the effect of creating excitement, or throwing | 
electoral votes from being counted for President | any difficulty in the way at this particular juncture, | 
and Vice President of the United States; and when they were about to decide on so very im- 
ypon the motion to adopt the second resolution, | portant a question as would have to be disposed 
he requested that the yeas and nays might be || of on Wednesday next. 
taken. S | With regard, then, to what the Senator from 
Mr. GRUNDY observed that the committee || Michigan [Mr. Norvett] had said as to Michigan | 
were unanimous for reporting the second resolu- | being similarly situated to Missouri and Indiana, 
tion, objected to by the gentleman from Michigan. || when they were admitted into the Union, and yet 
The same course had been pursued with regard to | they were permitted to vote, he could not agree | 
the State of Missouri, and under the like circum- || with him. The case of Michigan was rot exactly 
stances; and when Senators recollected that this || that of Missouri, nor that of Indiana. The act of | 
was the very place where the rock lies which may || Congress passed admitted her on certain condi- 
destroy this Government, they would perceivethat | tions, and having accepted those conditions, she | 
the committee had good reasons forrecommending | became a State, and performed all her functions 
the resolution objected to. Suppose (said Mr.G.) || as a State, and had given her votes for President | 
the two Houses should differ and separate, and | and Vice President; and but for the formality of 
suppose the House should refuse to send for the | this resolution, which was deemed necessary by 
Senate again; where will be your President or Vice | the committee, she was put upon precisely the 
President? Though he had been one of the most || same footing as the States which had been men- 
anxious for the admission of Michigan, yet he || tioned. Whilst, then, he admitted there was 
thought it better, under the circumstances, thather | some slight difference between the case of Michi- 
yote should not be counted, except in the way pro- || gan and that of Missouri and of Indiana, he could 
vided for by the second resolution. Tocount the || not admit that Michigan should vote, except in 
yote could do no good, inasmuch as it would not || the manner pointed out in the resolution; for he 
vary the result, and it might do harm. No man || thought, under all the circumstances connected 
was more anxious than he was for the admission || with this matter, it would be better to take the 
of Michigan, yet he must express the opinion that | course recommended by the committee. 
she was not a State of this Union when she gave || Mr. CALHOUN remarked that notwithstand- 
her vote. 5 | ing what was said by gentlemen to the contrary, | 
Mr. NORVELL said, that if this Union should || during the debate on the admission of Michigan, || 
ever receive a shock, as intimated by the Senator } they would now see that she was-a State, de facto, | 
from Tennessee, it would arise from the practice || at the time she formed her constitution. Now, if | 
of injustice by this Government towards one or || they applied the reason of that case to this, what 
more of the States of the Confederacy, and not from || was the result? Michigan was not a State in this | 
the right decision of such questions as the one now | Union when her Senators were elected, nor when | 
ending. The reception of the votesof a Stateen- | she voted for President and Vice President. The 
titled to vote for the Chief Magistrate of the nation, || case was really a clear one, and any reason which 
by whom she, as well as the other States, was to be 


would exclude these votes, ought to have excluded 
governed, could never endanger the Union. The | her Senators from taking their seats on this floor. || 


result of the late election, he knew, could not be | He did not believe that doubtful questions of this 
varied by the votes of Michigan; and less haz- || kind should be waived, and this question should || 
ard would, therefore, be encountered at this time || be settled at once. He should, therefore, feel 
in properly deciding the question upon receiving | himself bound to vote against the resolution. | 
the votes of States in similar circumstances with || Mr. LYON asked what course the committee 





| 





Michigan, than at any other time. The case of | 
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NA YS—Messrs. Calhoun, Fulton, Lyon, Mor- 
ris, Niles, Norvell, Preston, Walker, and Wall— 
9. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. HUBBARD offered the following resolu- 
tions; which were considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on aclenn be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
the name of Henry Stevens, of Windsor, in Ver- 
mont, on the list of annuitants under theact of June 
7, 1832. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be direet- 
ed to communicate to the Senate copies of all such 
manuscript papers now on file in his department, 
having any relation to the claim of Richard W. 
Meade, originally made against the Government 
of Spain, except those papers which have been 
heretofore printed by order of either House of 
Congress upon the subject of this claim. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported the following bills; which 
were severally read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing: 

A bill giving the assent of Congress to the revo- 


| cation of that portion of the ordinance of the seve- 


ral States therein mentioned, which exempts from 
taxation for five years all lands sold by the United 
States; 

A bill to establish two additional Jand offices in 
the Territory of Wisconsin, west of the Missis- 
sippi river; and > 

A bill to amend the act of July 2, 1836, for the 
laying off certain towns in Wisconsin. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Committee 
on the Public Lands was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of the trustees of 
ey of Norwich, praying for a grant of 
land. ' 


Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 


| Pensions, reported a bill to establish a pension 
| agency at Montpelier, Vermont; which was read, 


and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of Colonel An- 
thony Gale; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill providing for the appoint- 


Missouri, quoted by the Senator from Tennessee | 


in support of the second resolution, was not, upon 
this point, a case analogous to that of Michigan. 
Missouri was. a State when her electors were || 
chosen, but she was not a Stateof the Union when || 
the two Houses of Congress assembled to count | 
the electoral votes for President and Vice Presi- 
dent. She was not admitted until some months | 
afterwards; but the State of Indiana did presenta 
precisely analogous case to that of Michigan. In- 
diana, when her electors were chosen, had formed 
her constitution and State government; but she 
was not admitted into the Union until some time || 
in the succeeding December. She became, how- 
ever, a member of the Union, before the electoral 
votes were counted. When the two Houses as- 
sembled, and, in counting the votes, came to those 
of Indiana, objection was made to their reception. 
The two Houses separated. Some discussion 


| 


arose in both on the subject; but, before the point || 


was directly decided by either, a message was sent 


| undetermined. 


| the day must decide. 





by the House of Representatives to the Senate, 
that they were ready to proceed in the count. 
When they came together again, the votes of In- 
diana were counted, and recorded among the elec- 
toral votes of the other States. Such is exactly the 
situation of 1 But he had not risen to 
provokedebate. His object was simply to protest 
against the principle of the second resolution re- 
ported by the Senator from Tennessee, and to ask 
for himself and his colleague the poor privilege of 
recording their names against it. e did not 
know that they would be sustained by the vote of 
any oer Senator present. 

r. CLAY said that the committee had fol- 


lowed exactly the course adopted in the case of 


Missouri; and the Senators from Michigan would 

see that there was to be no exclusion of their votes, 

though no use might be made of them. Whether | 
or not, the result would be the 





they were count 


would have recommended in case the vote of ws ; ‘ 

Pa ; Mtr ment of an additional attorney for the Territory 
eee cael esa | of ens which was read, and ordered to a 
L. referred to the vote of Indiana which, under | eS 
similar circumstances, had been counted, and 1 HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
contended that Michigan was as much entitled to || The following bills from the House were seve- 
count her vote as was the State of Indiana. He || rally read twice and referred: 

A bill for the relief of Abigail Appleton; 


thought the Senate would not make so unjust a*! 
A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to 


discrimination between the two States as the || 

resolution contemplated, and he would unite with | place the name of Doctor John T. Briggs on the 

his colleague [Mr. Norve xv] in protesting against | avy roll; ™ 

it. bill to inc th ion of H lam- 
Mr. GRUNDY replied that the gentleman could I” de ceneienl ne bee cee: 


. : lin; 
not expect him to answer a sence which the || A bill to amend the act to establish branches of 
wisest of their predecessors had purposely left | the United States Mint, passed 3d March, 1836; 


L hat might be done under the || 4 bill respecting discriminating duties upon 
circun.atances adverted to by the Senator from |) Dutch and Belgian vessels and their cargoes; 


Michigan, should they ever occur, the wisdom of | A joint resolution granting a pension to Susan 


Decatur, widow of Commodore Stephen Decatur; 
and 
A bill for the relief of David Kilburn. 
SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands, 


| 

Mr. PRESTON concurred in all the views | 
taken by his colleague in regard to this question. 
He coniiened his inability to perceive any differ- | 
ence between admitting the Senators to take their 
seats in that body, and admitting Michigan to | 
vote as the other States of the Union would ven. || except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 
Looking at the matter in every point of view, he || was taken up as the special order; the question 
was willing that she should be allowed to vote. pending was on the motion of Mr. W arxer to re- 

After a few words from Messrs. WEBSTER, || commit the bill to the Committee on the Public 
GRUNDY, and CLAY, nds. 

The question was here taken; and thefirstreso- || Mr. WALKER renewed his motion to recom- 
lution reported by the committee was adopted || mit the bill, and stated that his object was to have 
without division; and the second was adopted— | it so modified as to meet the views of every gen- 
yeas 34, nays 9; as follows: || tleman, bans go 

YEAS--Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black,Brown, || Mr. BUCHANAN asked for the yeasand nays; 
Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, || which were orderd. 

Dana, Davis, Ewing of Illinois, Ewing of Ohio,|| Mr. CALHOUN said he could see no possible 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, King of Ala- | good whatever to be derived from recommitting 
bama, King of Georgia, Knight, Linn, Moore, || the bill. [It was, indeed, quite apparent that a 
Nicholas, Z.. Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Robin- | large portion of the Senate were of the impres- 
son, Sevier, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, 1 sion that nothing ought to be done on the sub- 
and Wright—34. ject. The difficulties connected with the bill 


| 








| 
} 
| 
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were totally irreconcilable; and he was among | observed, that if no legislation were had on the | ‘the collector of the port of Philadelphia 

subject, by the end of six or seven months specu- | 
lation would cease. The state of things at present | 
| existing were artificial, and could notcontinue. If, | 
|| however, it was deemed proper to legislate at all, | 


those who believed it to be radically wrong, and 
that the honorable Senator could not modify it in 
any shape that would render it expedient that it 
should pass. He would state briefly some of 
the general objections he had to the bill. Such 
were the magnitude and number of the objections 
entertained by gentlemen all around, that it was 
really not worth while to proceed any further with 
it. The object of the bill, as stated by the chair- 
man of the committee from which it was reported, 
was to restrict the sales of the public lands, in 
order to put an end to speculation, and to diminish 
the revenue derived from that source. Now, all 
that was very good, and sounded well to the ear. 
But, really, so many were the means of those in 


power by which they might fleece the community, | 


that it was enough almost to make every lover of 


not very much mistaken, the bill so far from re- 
pressing speculation, would lead to the greatest 


ee this continent had ever witnessed. || 


he speculation, which a particular state of things 
had given rise to, had been produced by those in 
power. They had profited by that state of things; 
and should this bill be passed, it would only con- 


summate their wishes. The Senate had been told | 


by the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Waker] 
that as large a territory as any State in the Union 


had, within a few years, fallen into the hands of | 


speculators; and the Senator from Georgia [Mr. 


Kivc] had said that twenty-eight or thirty millions | 


of dollars worth of the public lands were now in 
the hands of speculators. What had produced 
all this speculation? Why, nothing but the state 
of the currency; the enormous increase of paper 
money. What had brought about that state of 
things? Those who were now in power. They 
began their experiment in 1833, and they were 
told what would be the result of it. And just what 
they were told had happened. The authors were 
those very men in power who now came forward 
and attempted to procure a remedy for the evils 
existing. Was it not notorious that the Pres- 
ident of the United States himself had been con- 
nected with the purchase of public lands? Yes, 


the ‘* experiment”’ (and Mr. C. delighted in the | 


word) was the cause of speculation in public lands; 
and if this bill should not be passed, speculations 
could not goon, and the price of public lands must 
consequently be reduced. He contended that 
every man could not but see that it would be utter 
ruin to those who had borrowed money to speculate 
in lands, if the system was not to go on. 


The bill contained one particularly obnoxious | 
provision, and that was that no man could pur- | 


chase lands, unless he was provided with a license. 


Odious as he held a license on the liberty of the || 


press to be, he regarded this feature of the meas- 
ure as even worse. What! a freeman not to be 


permitted to purchase without a license the public | 


domain! He would say that nothing on the face 


of God’s earth would induce him to give a vote | 
which would place a Carolinian in such a condi- | 
tion as men were liable to be under such circum- | 
stances. We were living under a dynasty who | 
fancy they have a right to use all the offices, and | 


all the money, and all the means, under their con- 


trol for their own benefit. Pass the bill, and by | 
the year 1842 there would be a hundred thousand | 


voters depending upon the patronage and wishes 
of those in power. Could anything be more odious? 
Was a license on the press more odious? 

The fact was the Senate had already spent too 
much time on the bill, and he hoped they would 


not spend another moment. Putting out of view || on the fece of the resolution; but it was the inten- | 


the political consequences which would result from 
passing it, what, he would ask, was to be its mon- 


etary effect?) The Senator from New York (Mr. | 


Wraicut] had stated that he was averse to eng 
the price of the lands. Now,he(Mr. C.) woul 
inquire whether a man would not rather at once 
give two dollars an acre for land, and have no 
trouble about it, than give one dollar and twenty- 
five cents, besides being subjected to much trouble 
and incumbrance? Certainly he would. 

The individual who purchased of the holder was 
decidedly better off than he. Could not any man 
see what would be the effect of passing the bitl? 
it would lead, as he had said before, to enormous 
speculations. He maintained that the lands, on an 
average, were worth three dollars per acre; and he 
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| the first and most obvious course for the Senate to 
adopt was to raise the price of the public lands. 
| The only objection to that was, that it would bene- 
fit those who had already purchased. But, as to 
their legislating in that way, he had no fear. No, 


} would be liable to some objections. The latter 
| course he should prefer of the two, as it was less 
| objectionable. 


| 
| 


to the United States a reasonable revenue. Per- 





ment to be further troubled concerning them. 
Entertaining these views, he hoped the subject 


be laid on the table. 
The question was then taken on the recommit- 


— 23, nays 20; as follows: 


| Dana, Ewing of Lilinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 


| vell, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Walker, 
|} and Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, 
| Kent, Knight, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, South- 





and White—20. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, February 4, 1837. 


Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, by leave of the | 


House, from the select committee to investigate | 


| abuses in the Executive Departments, reported the 
| following resolution: 


the House of Representatives for an order to print 
| so many copies of the journal of the committee as 
|| they may think proper to order for the use of the 
+ members, to be printed and laid on their tables, 
| with their report, not exceeding one thousand and 
thirty copies. 


mittee, to be laid before the House at the same 





after the report was made; consequently it would 


of copies the resolution proposed to print. 
‘|| Mr. GARLAND replied that it was not stated 


'| tion of the committee that the usual number should 
|| be printed. 


|| ment, that the number to be printed should not | 
exceed one thousand and thirty; which wasagreed | 
to, and the resolution, as amended, was then || 


adopted. 


JOHN KERN AND JOHN D. GEORGE. 


The House then resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business, being the resolution reported 





by Mr. Durer J. Pearce, from the Committee on 
Commerce, as follows: 

** Resolved, That the memorial of John Kern and 
‘ John D. George be referred to the First Comptrol- 
‘ler of the Treasury, to be by him transmitted to 


it would be unpopular; those who had purchased | 
must be secured. The land offices would have to | 
| beclosed. Whichevercourse, then, was adopted, | 





Mr. C. wished to put the public lands upon | 
| Some fair and fixed condition, which should give | 
his country despair of it. Well, then, if he was || 
| haps the best plan would be to transfer the whole | 
| to the new States, on their agreeing to give ten per | 
cent., and with certain limitations, for their good || 
as wellas ourown. Hedid not know that anything | 
_ could be done on the subject now; but, he repeated, | 
| he would rather make a cession of the lands at | 
| once upon liberal terms, than allow the Govern- | 


would be permitted to sleep, or that the Senate || 
should come to a direct vote, or that the bill should | 
ment of the bill, and decided in the affirmative— | 

EAS—-Messrs. Benton, Black, Cuthbert, | 


|| dricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of Geor- | 
| gia, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- | 


ard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, | 


Resolved, That the chairman be directed to ask 


Mr. G. explained that this resolution was intro- | 
duced with a view to have the journal of the com- || 
mittee printed and kept in possession of the com- | 


time they made their report. If this was not done | 
it would take some time to have the joarnal printed | 


delay the action of the House, asit might be some | 
days after the report was made before this journal | 
could be printed and laid upon the tables of mem- | 


bers. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inquired what number | 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then moved an amend- | 


_ February 4, 


—~— 


‘hereby directed to settle the claim of eid ; 
‘and George, for services as clerks, by them = 
‘formed in carrying into effect the 18th enation 7 
‘ the tariff act of July 14, 1832, according to avre. 
‘ ment.” a 

Mr. Pearce had moved the following as a gyh 
stitute for the original resolution: ° 

** Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
‘be discharged from the further consideration of 
‘the subject, and that the same, with the report of 
‘the committee, be referred to the Secretary of the 
‘ Treasury for settlement.’’ 

The question pending was the motion of M; 
Cave Jounson, to refer the whole subject to the 

Committee of Claims. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON referred to the law of 
1834, showing that under its provisions the officers 
in question were bound to give their whole time to 
their duties without any extra compensation. The 
reason of the law was obvious, being to prevent 
persons from neglecting the public business durine 
office hours, for the purpose of getting extra com, 
pensation for doing the work out of office hours. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped no more time 
would be consumed upon it, but that it would be 
| referred, as recommended by the Committee op 
|, Commerce. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND remarked, they had al- 
ready wasted more money in discussing it, than 
the whole subject was worth. He contended that 
| it was unnecessary to send it now to any commit- 
tee of the House since all the facts had been fully 
elicited. 

Mr. McKAY could not see the propriety of 
referring it to the Secretary of the Treasury, for he 
had already expressed his opinion of the law, that 
it did not authorize the payment to be made by 
| him, and the House could not enlarge the powers 
of a law bya simple resolution. He would prefer 

referring it back to the Committee on Commerce, 
-_ instructions to report a bill embracing the 
claim. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, concurred with 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that it was un- 
necessary now to send this subject to a committee, 

| and for the reason stated by that gentleman. 
The motion to refer it to the Committee of 
Claims was rejected. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, then 
moved to refer the subject to the Committee on 
| Commerce, with instructions to report a bill for 
the relief of the claimants. Lost. 

The amendment of Mr. Pearce was then put, 
and agreed to, 63 to 58. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a reconsideration 
of the last vote, as he wished to move to strike out 
the words ‘ for settlement.”’ 

Mr. SUTHERLAND and Mr. PEARCE said 
| there would be no objection to strike out these 
| words; and Mr. E. WHITTLESEY suggested 
that the amendment be agreed to by general con- 
sent: 

Mr. McKAY moved to lay the whole subject on 
the table; which was agreed to—-ayes 63, noes 62. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported some amendments to 
the civil and diplomatic bill; which were referred 
e the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

nion. 


Mr. YELL, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill to establish an additional 
land district in the State of Arkansas, (composed 
of the counties of Scott, Crawford, Johnson, and 
Pope; the land office to be established at the county 
seat in Johnson county;) which was read twice, 
| and committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 


On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the Committee 
on the Judiciary had leave to sit during the sessions 
_of the House, to prosecute the investigation of 
certain charges of official misconduct preferred 
| against Judge Thruston, one of the judges of the 
|| United States circuit court, for the District of Co- 
| lumbia. 
| On motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, the reports 
and papers in relation to the surveys of the har- 
| bors of Havre de Grace, Maryland, and Richmond, 
Virginia, were ordered to be printed. 
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Mr. sUTH ERLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill making appropriations 


for the improvement of certain harbors therein 
mentioned, for the year 1837; which was read 


twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, reported Senate bill, 
with sundry amendments, to authorize the Wash- 
ington County (Missouri) Turnpike Company to 
construct a road through the public lands. The 
amendments were all concurred in, and the bill, 
as amended, ordered to be read a third time on 
Monday. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported @ bill for the relief of Robert Keyworth; 
which wasread twice and committed. 


Mr. HARPER, from the select committee on 
the subject of patents and the patent laws, reported 
a bill for the relief of John J. Roane; which was 
read twice and committed. 

At the suggestions of Mr. WHITTLESEY, 
of Ohio, and Mr. HOWARD, the House, by 
general consent, took up the bill on its third read- 
ing, entitled **An act to amend an act entitled an 
act to establish branches of the Mint of the United 
States,” passed 3d March, 1835; and it was read 
the third time and passed. 


Also, the bill entitled, ‘An act respecting dis- 


crimmating duties on Dutch and Belgian vessels, || 


and their cargoes,”’ on its third reading was taken 


up, and a verbal amendment having been made | 
thereto by general consent, (on motion of Mr. | 


ADAMS,) was read the third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, | 


by general consent, the ** bill to extend the limits 
of the port of New Orleans’’ was read the third 
time and passed. 

The House then passed to the private orders. 

On motion of Mr. OWENS, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of G. B. La- 
mar, praying for the modification of the tariff, to 
allow him to export, free of duty, materials for 
iron steamboat, &c.; and the same was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion of Mr. BOON, the Committee on | 


the Public Lands was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Moses Pierre, 
praying compengation for services and sufferings 
from the year 1806 to 1821; and the memorial 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee 
of Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
William Bonsell, praying remuneration for prop- 
erty lost during the last war with Great Britain, 


reported the tollowing resolution; which was | 


agreed to: : . ; 
Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 


wre of William P. Barnett, and that the same | 


e referred to the Third Auditor, under the act 
of January 18, 1837. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the memorial of 
Thomas Mullikin and Thomas Kirkpatrick, execu- 
tors of James Roddey; which was ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed.. 

Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports on 


the petitions of Angelica Gilbert and ‘Timothy | 
Shay, praying relief; which were severally ordered || 


to lie on the table, 

On motion of Mr. LEA, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitions of Abraham 
Boyce, A. Blakely, and William Jones, severally 


praying for increase of pensions; and the petitions | 


were ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. JANES, from the Committee on Revolu- 


tionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the | 


petitions of Mary Kennedy, and Mary, widow 


of E. Dunscomb; which were severally ordered | 


to lie on the table. 


Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- | 


lutionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report 
on the petition of William Phelps, prayin; com- 
pensation for revolutionary services; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 
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‘‘If this statement be true, or even approach 
‘the truth, itis evident that a gross outrage was 
‘committed by Mr. Pevron towards a witness 
‘summoned to testify before the committee, and 
‘ therefore under its protection; and an act of such 
‘ disrespect to the committee itself as should have 
Public Lands, made an unfavorable report on the | ‘ Subjected Mr. Peyton to its severest censure.”” 
petition of Simon Burton, jr.; which was ordered || Now, as a full and satisfactory response to that 
to lie on the table. |, statement, it seemed only necessary to state to the 

On motion of Mr. LANE, the Committee for House ee oe eee upon that 
the District of Columbia was discharged from | C°°®S!O?- eres eee oe, (Mr. Hamer,] 
the consideration of the memorial of Elizabeth 2 of the members of the commitise, a gentlemen 
Tims; and the same was referred to the Commit- | differing with him in eon moved a resslation 
coeiiiione of censure upon Mr. Whitney, for what he did in 

= : ; insulting Mr. P., which resolution was adopted 

On motion of Mr. FRY, the Committee on | by the unanimous vote of the committee. The 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the | committee, just to itself, had also authorized him 
further consideration of the petition of William 


to publish that resolution, with what followed on 
le ey and the same was ordered to lie on the Journal, and which, as transcribed, he had 
the table, 


| the right to lay before the House, by permission 
| of thecommittee. The witness, (Mr. Whitney,) 

after having been sent out, was brought in, the 
resolution read to him, his answer to the inter- 
rogatory propounded to him returned; he made 
an apology for having insulted the committee, 
took back his answer, tore it up in presence of 
the committee, and then and there proceeded, in a 
quiet manner, to answer the next question pro- 
pounded to him. This would show whom it was 
| that all the committee considered to be in the 
wrong in that transaction. 

Perhaps, however, it might not be amiss for Mr. 


| Mr. CRANE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an unfavorable report on 
the memorial of W. R. Custis, devisee of Lieu- 
tenant Thomas Custis; which was ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. 


Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on the 


DAVID KILBOURN. 


The ‘bill for the relief of David Kilbourn’’ 
being on its third reading— ° 

After some remarks by Messrs. HARDIN, 
STORER, WARDWELL, HOAR, PARKER, 
and BRIGGS, | 

Mr. REYNOLDS moved the previous question; | 
which was seconded by the House, and the main 
question ordered to be put. 

Mr. HARDIN called for the yeas and nays on 
the main question; which were ordered, and | 


ee ee | P. to state to the House the whole occurrence, as 
P : | every gentleman upon that committee would, he 
| 8. MORRIS WALN. | had no doubt, substantially corroborate. He 
| The House then took up the bill for the relief | would first, however, remark that this matter has 
of S. Morris Waln, the question being on its | been mentioned in the committee since the publi- 
engrossment. 7 | cation of Mr. Whitney himself; and it has been 
| After some remarks by Messrs. INGERSOLL, | unhesitatingly averred, and every gentleman pres- 
McKIiM, JARVIS, LAWRENCE, GIDEON | ent in the committee called upon to testify to the 
LEE, HARPER, HARDIN, CAMBRELENG, | correctness of that statement, that every allega- 
PARKER, and PHILLIPS, | tion made by Mr. Whitney was false in every 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to recommit the | particular, with the single exception of what re- 
bill to the Committee of Ways and Means, with | lated to the pieea tae and his answer. 
instructions to report a general bill, regulating the d Mr. a friend eae tea oe eval 
principles on which, in their opinion, it would be vat ica duleade ee aa mth enka 
aoe en a SO OR. SSN | nounce the side lettin of Mr. Whitney = 

ise. . 

After some further remarks by Messrs. CAM- | false, and call upon every gentleman present to 
BRELENG, PARKER, PEARCE of Rhode S88Y if it was not essentially false in every particu- 
‘Island, LAWRENCE, McKIM, PHILLIPs, lar. Every member of the committee would bear 
‘and HARPER, | witness to the fact that Mr. Whitney, while be- 
| Mr. JARVIS moved the previous question; | fore the committee as a witness, had, up to the 
| si. he ween bang than ther wen quero | moment te corer rates ates Sere 

und voting. : =. 

| Mr. McKENNAN moved an adjournment, | ® witness, and even toa gentleman; with as much 
but withdrew it at the request of Mr. Tuomas. | Courtesy as he could have extended to Chief Jus- 
| tice Marshall himself, had he been before the 
COUNTING THE VOTES FOR PRESIDENT AND | committee; and, he would frankly confess, it re- 
VICE PRESIDENT. | quired no little exercise of philosophy, and pa- 
|| Mr. THOMAS, from the joint committee ap- | tence, too, to extend that courtesy to him from 
pointed to report as to the mode of proceeding in ym een ~ oo ursued oe 
| counting the votes for seen toe Vice Presi- | siti ° Mr P ‘had Peopeuniod “7 han, perhaps, 
| Sea ieee 7 — ne ent || some sixty questions, and out of that number he 
|| Mr. McKENNAN then renewed his motionto | Might have answered ten or a dozen, or less. His 
adjourn but withdrew it at the request of Mr. | manner was, throughout, disrespectful in the ex- 

Satean. | treme; for he threw down question after question 

in the most contemptuous manner, denouncing 
EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATION. them as ——— and refused to answer them. 
Mr. PEYTON made a statement to the House | Still, Mr. P., mindful that he was a witness be- 
‘| in relation to a difficulty which had occurred in| fore the committee, would not, and did not, insult 
the room of the select committee appointed to | = : . sean ae ; 
areas the affairs of the Executive Depart-| whine ia tudlie obi > eneiel ao ns ae 
ments. 

Mr. P. commenced by saying that the House | such a course, presumed at length too far. He 
would bear him witness that he had never (the witness) thought the threatening denuncia- 
heretofore asked a similar indulgence, nor ever | tion he had made in his ‘‘ card,” published in the 
annoyed it with anything personal to himself that | official paper, wherein he demanded personal sat- 
had been said of a = = a kA chen eer of oe P., a “Me PS that, 
his own account, individually, that he had at that | therefore, the assertion that he (Mr. P.) was 
|| time asked the indulgence that had been extended | shielding himself aaa en constitutional privi- 

to him by the courtesy of the House; but he | leges, was true; and, on the night the occurrence 
thought it — goles oes regeeg of <n Pe took place, a a nem Lye ss oe to = _ 
was a member, and due also to that House of | very question he had raised on that floor, it- 
oon ee aot member to correct a eae a then Seid the gross insult which ane 
which had appeared in the officia er of that | down upon him the unanimous censure of the 
|| morning. The part of the aaa which he | committee. The interrogatory Mr P. propounded, 
|| referred he would read. Mr. P. accordingly read H and the answer of the witness, were as follows: 
| the following portion of an extract which appeared || “* Question. Se any cae a recom- 
. B. Taney, or did he in any 
' manne. countenance or encourage you in apply- 
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* ing for the agency contemplated; or did he posi- | 


‘tively refuse to receive or countenance you in 
‘that capacity while he was at the head of the 
* Treasury Department?”’ 

** Answer. | decline answering this interroga- 
‘tory; more particularly as the individual pro- 
* pounding it has asserted positively and publicly 
* that the substance of the latter part of it is true, 
* beginning with ‘ or did,’ &c.; therefore, being 
‘the party accused, 1 am not a proper witness. 
«I think, in justice, that the individual who has 
* made the allegation should be called to produce 
* his proof.”’ 


Whitney for proof in relation to that statement, 
though his testimony alone, whatever it might 
have been, would not have been sufficient; but 
Mr. P. would have permitted it to pass, since he 
did not choose to get into a personal altercation 
with such aman. He looked upon Whitney as 
shielded from insult by his character, as much as 
a mad dog would be, unless coming in personal 
collision with him. But, upon the occasion re- 
ferred to, he accompanied that response with a 
scowl, an indignant frown, and a most insulting 
look at Mr. P., which, perhaps, no gentleman 
observed but himself. Weil, even then Mr. P. 
tried to restrain himself, and he appealed to the 
chairman whether Whitney was to be permitted 
to insult him in that manner. He then turned 
towards Whitney himself, and, walking up to 
him, told him that though he had before said that 
Mr. P, had shielded himself under his constitu- 


(Mr. P.) to his face in that manner, he desired 
no constitutional privileges, for he would at once 
chastise him. He then dared Whitney to repeat 
his insult. Mr. P. was greatly excited at the time; 
and what man who had a soul fit to be saved would 
not have been excited ? 

In Whitney’s statement he alluded to Mr. P.’s 


having attempted to draw a weapon upom him, | 


it was false. Mr. P.drew no weapon. Whitney 
himself put his hand in his pocket as if he had in- 
tended to draw a weapon,and he, (Mr. P.,)itmight 
be, then thrust his hand into his bosom, but drew 
no weapon. Every man there thought Whitney 
was armed; and his action seemed to show as if 
he was preparing for attack. Not knowing his 
purpose, Mr. P. put his hand into his bosom, 
and at that moment his friend from Virginia [Mr. 
Wiss] interfered, and insisted that he should say 
no more nor do more; but so far from his having 
gone with Mr. P. to the witness, to attempt to 
intimidate him in the manner stated, by looking 
at him, it was totally false, as every member of 
the committee would testify 

Whitney was soon sent out; and Mr. Hamer 


insult to Mr. P.; and shortly after this he (W.) 
came in, apologized to the committee, took his 
seat, and was treated afierwards by Mr. P. as he 
had been before, with the most perfect respect. 
Mr. P. also apologized to the committee for having 
allowed himself momentarily to lose his temper. 


its chairman, and to the House, whose committee 
they were. All he would add in conclusion was, 
that he should look upon ae man as deserving 
the epithets bestowed upon him in the official 


paper who would insult a witness under examin- | 


ation; but, at the same time, he envied not the 
wretch who, callous and insensible to every feeling 
of honor, would not resent an insult when assailed 


expressed his grateful acknowledgments to the 
House for the courtesy extended to him, and sent 


the resolution of the committee, and the proceed- || 
not to be insulted by him to his face. The wit- 
|| ness then rose and commenced addressing the || 
| Chair. 
_ remark was that, * being called before that come | 


ings in relation, to the Clerk’s table, which, at his 
request, were read as follows: 

**Mr. Hamer moved that the foregoing answer 
* to the fifteenth question be returned to the wit- 
“ness, being no reply to the interrogatory, and 
‘ disrespectful to a member of the committee. 

‘*The witness being called in, the chairman 
‘informed him of the decision of the committee, 
‘and returned him his answer. The witness 
* assured the chairman that if he had been in any 
‘manner disrespectful to the committee, he very 
‘ much canal Ge and apologized for it.” 


| sitting apart, telling anecdotes in the most pleasant 


_ indignation. 


| they really were a Spanish inquisition. 


| had already told the House, and told him more. 
_He told Whitney that he was a thief and a 
| robber. 

Mr. P. said he thought this explanation, and || 
this statement of facts, due to the committee, to || 
| every word as near as he could recollect. Mr. 


| robber; and, that if he dared to insult him, there 
or elsewhere, he would put him to death upon | 


the House, commenced by stating that he had not | 


_ asked the special indulgence so much in behalf of | 
| himself personally, as in behalf of the committee of | 


which he wasa member. The proceedings of the | 


+, committee had been, he said, misrepresented, and 

| most wofully belied, by that most infamous wretch. | 
When Whitney first appeared before it, Mr. W. | 
| saw, or thought he saw, upon his very first appear- | 
| ance, what his examination might result in. Mr. | 
| W. thought he discovered that Whitney was dis- 
| posed to experiment upon him and his honorable 
_ friend from Tennessee. 
| Globe newspsper. 
Now, the committee had a right to call upon | 


| 
He felt his way in the | 
there, and had endeavored to enlist a hireling press | 


| to sustain him in his false and insulting allegations. 


They had both failed to notice him; they had both | 


refused to recognize him as a gentleman in any | 
| respect whatever. His manner, too, when he 


came before the committee, was clearly, to Mr. | 
W.’s mind, that of a supercilious, contumacious, 

contemptuous witness. He would write his an- | 
swers at the table where the committee were sit- | 
ting, and would then fold his arms, cock up his | 
legs, and cast his glances towards Mr. W. and his | 
friend [Mr. Peyton, ] as if he designed and wished | 
to insult them by his looks. Nothing, however, | 
was said byeitherofthem. No notice was taken 

of his mere insolence of manner, until he attempt- | 


ed to experiment a little further, His course Mr. 


W. then thought, and still thought, was altogeth- | 
er that of a fellow trying how far he could go. 


On the night when the occurrence alluded to | 


| took place, Mr. W. was sitting, with several of | 
| his colleagues, on the committee; and Mr. Fair- 


field, of Maine, he believed, and himself were | 


and agreeable manner to each other, while the 


| silence that prevailed generally in the committee | 
| was only interrupted by the enunciation of a | 


question and the return of an answer. Whilst | 


| sitting in one corner of the room, thus engaged, | 
| with every feeling in his bosom unruffled, an an- 


swer was announced. It was read; and, the mo- | 
ment it was returned, he saw that his friend from | 


| Tennessee, who was sitting near the chairman, 


became greatly excited. His face beamed with | 
He [Mr. Peyton] first commenced 
his appeals to the chairman. e arose and de- 
clared that.the insolence of that witness had be- 


enough. He had declined to answer question 


| after question, because they were, he said, ‘‘in- 
| quisitorial.”” This question was ‘‘inquisitorial,”’ 
| that question was ‘* inquisitorial ;’ 
|| the changes upon that word ‘ inquisitorial’’ so || 
| often, until, if his insinuations could have estab- | 
moved a resolution of censure upon him for his | 


and he rung | 


| 


lished the fact, they would have begun to think | 


Mr. Peyron then walked towards the witness, 
as described, and told him, in substance, that he 


Mr. W. said, as he was called upon for a wit- 
ness, he should tell the truth as it occurred, and | 


Peyton told Whitney “he was a thief and a 





the spot.’? He was then called to order by the | 


| chairman, who, Mr. W. would say, had not | 
| failed to discharge his duty in all and in every re- | 
| spect. 
by a ruffian and browbeaten to his face. Mr. P. || 


His friend was thus called back to a recol- 


lection of himself, and took his seat. He then 


| 
_appealed to the chairman to bear him witness | 
that he had treated that man as if he had been | 
| 


a gentleman before the committee, but that he was 


Mr. W. believed the substance of his 


| mittee as a witness, he was entitled to protection.”’ 
| Mr. W. believed, however, that the witness did 
/ not complete the sentence before the gentleman 
| from Tennessee cailed out and told him to hold 
| his tongue, and sit down, for he must not speak 
| there, but in writing; and that, if he uttered an- 


other word, he would—Mr. W. could not remem- 


| ber the exact phrase—but it was in substance, 


Mr. WISE having also obtained leave to address || that he would inflict some punishment upom him. | 


He had tried their patience | 


/come insufferable, and had been endured long 


' 


__ February 4, 


During this time Whitney stood in the Position 


of a man who had some weapon or other jn, jy, 
hand, for he kept his right hand in the correspond. 
ing pocket of his pantaloons. !ndeed, (said Mj, 
-») [ suepected it so strongly, that, standing in , 
line between the two parties, | watched the Motion 
of that arm, and immediately went round the ta. 


|, ble, placing myself at an angle where, if that arm, 
| had moved an inch, he should have died upon th. 


spot. I confessit, sir, coolly and deliberately, for] 
thought I saw the insidious assassin in every moye. 
ment made by the wretch on that occasion. 
Fortunately, Mr. Wise happened, he said, not 
to interpose but in a friendly manner; for, instead 
of waiting for the motion of Whitney’s arm, h. 
took the open see of going in without saying , 
word, took hold of his friend, put his hand upon 
his bosom, and closed his waistcoat, telling hin, 
that the blood of such a wretch was not fit to stain 
his hands. This was the whole of-that part of 
the transaction. His friend from Tennessee gaii 
the wretch was only worthy of his notice when 
he insulted him in his presence, and that he wou|4 
kill him as he would a mad dog if he should dare 
to repeat it. This was the substance. Whitney 
was then ordered to retire; and when he came 
back, he came, as Mr. W. thought, and was glad 
to perceive, humble, using these words, and they 
were taken down as they fell from his lips, and 
recorded by the clerk: ‘* Mr. Chairman, if | have 


|, been guilty of any disrespect, I am sorry, and will 
Sach was Mr. W.’s impression at the time, and || apologize for it.’’ 

| such it was still. 
tional privilege, yet that, if he dared to insult him | 


Mr. W. had told even his secret intentions; that 
is, they were his own private intentions at the 
time, and he had neither concealed nor omitted » 
single thought, but let him not be misunderstood 
as to that intention. He should only have inter. 
— to protect his friend from imminent danger, 

is (Mr, W.’s) actual interposition spoke for 
itself. It was peaceful. It was to prevent any 
further disorder. 

In conclusion, Mr. W. called upon the members 
of the committee of all parties, friend or foe, of 
any and every party, to bear witness whether the 
statement he had just given was not substantially 
true; and whether there was a single jot or tittle 
in the statement of that most infamous wretch 
which has gone forth in the official organ that was 
true, except the mere statement in relation to the 
interrogatory. He had called upon the honor- 
able chairman of the committee in particular to 
bear him witness whether the facts were not as 
Mr. W. had stated them, as they passed before 
his eyes, and in the hearing of all. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, said that it was 
extremely unpleasant to him at any time and 
under any circumstances to make a statement in 
reference to a personal controversy, but from the 
various hues in various directions which had been 


given to the transaction referred to by his col- 


league, [Mr. Wise,] he thought it due to the com- 
mittee, to the House, and to the country that a 
correct statement should be made. Mr. G. said, 
without expressing any opinion in regard to the 
‘‘card’’ referred to, or any other part of the trans- 
action, he would simply say that the statement of 
the facts and circumstances related by his col- 
league was substantially correct, and detailed very 
much as they happened. Some things stated he 


| did not see; others occurred which were omitted, 


not affecting the substantial correctness of the 
narrative. Mr. G. said he did not see the scowl 
and contemptuous look which the gentleman from 
Tennessee states Mr. Whitney to have given him. 
His eyes were turned in another direction at the 
time it is said to have happened; but he distinctly 
remembers hearing the gentleman from Tennessee 
complain of it at the time, and as the principal 
cause of his excitement. Mr. G. said the occur- 
rence was very sudden, and the gentleman from 
Tennessee was certainly very much excited. He 
said that with a view to restore quiet, he stated to 
Mr. Whitney that a question would arise as 1 


the disposition of his answer, and that he must 


retire, which he did. After Mr. Whitney had left 


'the room, Mr. Peyron became more tranquil, 
apologized to the committee, and stated that he 
had been very much excited on account of the 


| 


insult which he regarded as having been given 
him in the answer of Mr. Whitney, and the 
scowl and contemptuous look with which it was 
accompanied. Mr. Whitney was then called in, 
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and the resolution of the committee in reference 
to his. answer read to him. He then apolo- 
ized to the committee, in the terms contained 
in the copy of the journal of the committee just 


as GILLET said he rose to make but a few 
suggestions. ‘The situation in which he stood as 
a member of the select committee required him to 
make afew remarks, lest his silence should be mis- 


construed. 


TH 


It would be obvious to all who fre- | 


uently attend our courts of justice, that it is hard- | 
ly possible for nine persons to witness a transac- | 
tion, and all concur, in giving their testimony | 
concerning it, though all might be equally and | 


erfectly honest. 


one would pay moreattention to the words spoken, 


whileanother would particularly note the gestures. | 


He much doubted whether, if each member of the 
committee should retire to his room, and write out 
what he recollected of the transaction in the com- 
mittee room, any two would be found to agree 
upon the order and details of it. 
strange if they differed as much in their accounts, 


as Mr. Whitney differed in his with either gentle- | 


man who had spoken on this subject. This dis- 


agreement of persons in their accounts of what had | 


. ° 


transpired, was perfectly reconcilable with honest | 
intentions, consequently he should not impeach | 
the character of members of the committee, or of 


the witness who was before them, if all did not 
concur in the order and details of what had trans- 
pired. Unless we can agree among ourselves as 
to that occurrence, we could not, with any pro- 
priety, condemn one who differed no more from 
us than we among ourselves. 

He had just come in from the committee room, 
and did not understand how this discussion arose, 
nor the precise object that was in view. He pre- 
sumed it was intended to put the House and coun- 
try in possession of an accurate and true account of 
whatoccurred between Mr. Peyton and Mr. Whit- 
ney. Asso many jarring accounts have gone forth 
such a desire is not without reason in its favor. 
He had not heard the accounts given by those who 
preceded him, and hence hecould not say whether 
those accounts were in accordance with his own 
recollection or not. It was no part of his purpose 
to express an opinion at this time of the correct- 
ness of the statements of others, and certainly 
none in relation to statements which he had heard 
only in part. Nor would he now express any 
opinion concerning the card of Mr. Whitney. 
Thegentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] had a 
day or two ago given notice to the committee, that 
when the report should be made to the House, as he 
understood him, he should bring up the subject of 
that card, and should deny the truth of all, except 
the copies of the question and answer. At that 
time, and not at the present, he expected this 
matter would come up as a subject of discussion. 
He thought the committee had not generally ex- 
pected it to come up to-day, and he believed they 
werenot generally in; butif they were, he strongly 
doubted the propriety of members rising in their 
places, and making verbal reports of what they 
recollected. He thought it better that the com- 
mittee should agree among themselves, as far as 
they were capable of doing so, as to what had 
transpired, and present it in a tangible and definite 
shape, so that it would command credence where- 
ever itwent. When the committee shall agree, the 
country will feel an assurance that they have ar- 
rived at the truth. 

If we cannot agree upon the facts, how, sir, are 
those who report what we now say to agree? Will 
every reporter and letter-writter give the same ac- 
count of what we affirm inthe matter? He thought 
he hazarded nothing in saying, not two of all these 
would agree. It will be the same with others who 
hear what we now say. Nay, sir, before we 
leave this House a difference of recollection will 
be found to prevail as to what we have said. By 
to-morrow we shall find a very wide difference in 
this respect. As the news of the debate spreads, 
these differences will multiply in proportion to the 
distance they travel, and all will remain in uncer- 


tainty. Newspaper readers will fall into the errors || 


of the publishers, and while one part of the com- 
munity will believe one account, other portions 
may equally believe others, and all wide from the 
truth. From these, among other considerations, 





It would not be | 


Each would remember thepart | 
that made the strongest impression on his mind— 








he thought this manner of placing this matter be- 
fore the public was highly exceptionable. 

He had entirely abstained from stating one 
word of what did occur, as he had recollected. Be- 
fore he sat down, he should propose a resolution 
in these words: Resolved, That the select commit- 
tee, of which the Hon. James Garwanp is chair- 
man, be directed to report to this House the facts 
in relation to the difficulty that occurred between 
Mr. Peyron, a member of that committee, and 
Mr. Whitney, a witness called before that com- 
mittee, while said witness was under examination. 

He did not know that the House was desirous 
of becoming acquainted with the occurrence re- 
ferred to; but if it was, he thought this would be 
a suitable and proper manner of obtaining the 
facts. The narrative given by the witness had 
been, he understood from those who had listened 
to gentlemen who preceded him, objected to as 
inaccurate or untrue. If the committee be re- 
quired to report the facts, the correctness of this 
statement would be tested. This would be doing 
justice to its author, and to the objectors. Then 
the public mind, which is feverish with continued 
excitement on questions of a disputed character, 
would be tranquilized and settled. on one at least. 
Continual talking on the subject would no more 
settle this question than it had settled those which 
the committee were ordered to inquire about. 
True, the committee cannot, perhaps, report the 
intentions of those who were the principal actors 


| in the scene; he liad understood these intentions, 


in whole or in part, had been already communi- 
cated to the House. He presumed those who had 
| gone largely into details did not intentionally give 
| more than what was recollected; and he would say 
| that he had not yet heard it alleged by any one, 
that Mr. Whitney’s account had been amplified 
beyond the truth, except in a single word in the 
relation of what he said after he returned to the 
committee. He should not express any personal 
| wish as to the disposition of this matter. If its 
importance entitled it to the consideration of the 
House, he thought the same reasons would impel 
us to seek the undisputed truth, and place it be- 
fore the public; and by that, let those who have 
| made statements be judged. 
| This indorsing or denying the allegations of 
others was what he did not intend todo. The 
| matter affirmed to be true or untrue might be mis- 
| reported, and the affirmation be made to cover 
| statements never intended to be vouched for or 
| denied. From differences in recollection, new 
controversies might arise, giving birth to feelings 
not to be designedly promoted by this House, and 
not productive of good anywhere. Thus far, he 
understood, the statements of.facts had been 
mingled with much other matter, not well calcu- 
lated to enable others to understand them. If the 
| committee should report the facts, they would not 
be interspersed with biting and criminating epi- 
thets heaped upon the witness, having nothing to 
do with what transpired in the committee room. 
He thought the true way of arriving at the truth, 
was to call for it in an authentic form, and then 
| the House could judge where the blame ought to 
| rest. 
could not fairly be objected to by any one. He 
therefore would send to the Speaker the resolution 


The SPEAKER remarked, that resolutions 
were not now in order, and could only be received 
by the unanimous consent of the House. 


objected. 
So the resolution was not received. 
Mr. WISE repeated, that fhere was not one 


| which had appeared in the Globe, nor any part 
nor parcel, jot or tittle of it, excepting the mere 
| statement of the question and answer, that could 


there was not a single member of the committee 
who could indorse that statement as true, except- 
| ing the mere 
stated; and that it wasintentionally, emphatically, 
and in italics, false. It might be that every gen- 
| leman on that committee could not tell, and if 
| he were an honest and a true man he would not 
tell, the sto 
like that of his own and his friend, 





ey would 


This he thought due to all parties, and | 


which he had read, and ask the House to adopt it. | 
Mr. UNDERWOOD, of Kentucky, said he 


single statement even by itself, much more when | 
taken in connection with the others, of the article | 


be regarded a@ true; and he repeated it again, that | 


uestion and answer, as before 
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be substantially the same; and it might be that 
some gentlemen who were there had ijost their 


wits so badly that they could net tell anything 
about the story at all; but to every man who 
had nerve enough to hold his self possession, he 
hesitated not in saying would testify that the 
siatement in relation to Mr. W., and expecially 


his going up to that wretch, and ogling eye to eye 
with him, was wholly false; and with the excep- 
tion of an oath which he confessed he made use 
of, and the remark that Whitney was not worthy 
of his friend’s notice, he would appeal to gentle- 
men to say whether he had not acted the part of 
a pacificator. He, instead of attacking the wit- 
ness, had interposed between him and the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, and had entreated his friend 
to be seated, for it was a fact that his passion was 
such that he knew not where it would have carried 
him. He knew that the gentleman from ‘Tennes- 
see regarded that wretch as a minvion of Executive 


power, sent there to insult and batter down honest 
inquiry; that he not only regarded him as Reuben 
M. Whitney, in himself too base for notice, but he 
regarded him as an agent, a tool, and instrument, 


backed and indorsed by those who were the highest 
in power. Mr. W. said he was cool, he was calm 
at the time of the difficulty, but his friend’s pas- 
sion was that of a person wito had received a gross 
insult, and Mr. W. felt it to be his duty to make 
him, as a friend, preserve his self-respect. That 
gentleman had used the language of passion at the 
same time that he acted the part of a man of high 
honor and elevated feelings, which no man on 
that committee could gainsay. Inquire into the 
circumstances of a renconter between Reuben M. 
Whitney and the Honorable Bailey Peyton, and 
connect their names together in a resolution! Ile 
protested against any resolution to that effect, 
because it was too great a disparagement of his 
friend, (Mr. Peyron,] or even the lowest indi- 
vidual in the community. His friend was a com- 
mittee man, and was bound to preserve his own 
peraonal rights on the committee, and the dignity 


| of the committee itself; and whether, in the exacer- 


bation of his passion, he had paid a disrespect to 
the committee, was for the committeee to decide. 
He had, however, apologized to the committee. 
In justification of himself, Mr. W. had wished to 
call on gentlemen, in order that they might speak 
and testify to the part which he had acted. He 
had gotten all the testimony he desired from the 


| honorable chairman of the committee, and he 


wished for no other statement. He had notified 
the members of the committee that he should call 
upon them for a statement in relation to this mat- 
ter, and he had gotten that statement in the man- 
ner he wanted it, from him whose duty it was to 
preserve order, and whose duty it was to notice 
these acts; and he defied any person to say that 
on that occasion he went up to the witness and 
ogled him, or that his friend from Tennessee did 
so. If (said Mr. W.) you had been there, I tell 
you what you would have seen. You would 


' have seen the difference between an honest, bold, 


courageous, manly disposition, and that of a low, 
base, vile, cowardly, dishonest wretch. That is 
the only spectacle you would have witnessed; and 
he said, let these two classes of spirits join and 
consort together. 

Mr. ANTHONY said, as it must be obvious 


| that no good could result from this discussion, he 


moved that the House adjourn; but withdrew the 
motion at the request of 

Mr. HAMER, who said he should not detain 
the House with any remarks of his were it not for 


|| an observation that fe]l from the gentleman from 


Tennessee, [Mr. Peyton,] and had been repeated 
by the gentleman from Virginia, who last oceupied 
the floor, (Mr. Wise.] They had stated that the 
gentleman from Virginia had notified the members 
of the committee that when this subject came before 
the House, he would call on them to pronounce 
Mr. Whitney’s card false in every part, except so 
much as related to the proceedings of the com- 
mittee. If he now remained silent, after what had 
occurred, it might be inferred that he had borne 
testimony to the falsehood so charged. He did 
not intend that such inference-should be drawn. 


| He agreed with the gentleman from New York, 


precisely in the same way, though, || 


(Mr. Gitrert,] that no nine individuals who 
might be present at an affair of this kind could be 
found who would afterwards stale all the details 
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} the inhabitants of the non-slaveholding States to } 
| disturb the rights of our neighbors to this species || 
of property distracts the peace of the country and || 
endangers the existence of our Union. 

Itis contended that Congress has exclusive le- 
gislation over the District of Columbia. If that 


received or not. nef 
the Chair. , 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, said that it was decided 
last year that memorials of this character wers 
not to take the usual course of a reference. Hi, 


alike; and at this time he would not go into details. 
As two Mr. Whitney’s * card,’’ he would neither | 
pronounce it true nor false, He had, as he stated | 
in conversation with the gentleman from Virginia | 
the other day, read it but hastily when it first || 
appeared; and he had not taken the trouble to look | 


atitsince. But, as he was up, he would say, that, | 
without going into particulars, the outlines of the | 
transaction, as given by the gentleman from Ten- | 
nessee and the gentleman from Virginia, were | 
substantially correct. 

He thought it due to himself to state what had 
been his own course in the matter. When the 
excitement took place, and the honorable chair- 
man called ‘‘order,’’ he (Mr. H.) rose and com- 


menced making a speech, the ol.ject of which was || 
to aid the chairman in producing order out of | 


disorder. He had continued upon the floor, oc- 


casionally interrupted by other gentlemen, until |! 


he closed his remarks, by submitting the resolu- 
tion which was unanimously adopted by the com- 


be granted, itis buta delegated and limited power || 


not originally derivative. Slavery existed in Vir- 


ginia, Maryland, and other States, before the || 


Federal Constitution was adopted. Slavery then 
| belonged exclusively to the several States, and 
there it still remains. The States, in entering into 
| the Union, did not yield to the Federal Govern- 
ment any right to interfere with the question of 
slavery in the States or in this District. 


the Federal Government this ten miles square, 


called the District of Columbia, for a seat of Gov- | 
ernment, and granted to Congress legislative | 
|| powers over the District for that purpose. 


The States of Virginia and Maryland ceded to | 


This | 


opinion had been expressed at that time, and he 
| could assure the Senate that it was not at all 
_changed now. He held it to bea Constitutional 
right, which the people of the United States Pos. 
| sessed, to petition Congress. If their petitions 
were couched in respectful terms, and were Other. 
| wise unexceptionable, they had a right to be re. 
ceived, and referred to one of the standing com. 
mittees. He thought that injurious consequences 
to the country would grow out of refusing to mee 
these memorials ina proper manner. There were 
not so many abolitionists in the State of Ohio last 
year as at present, and this he attributed to the 
fact of their memorials sent here last session not 
having been treated with the respect to which the 





| 
| 
| 
| 


power was given to Congress by the States for || 
special purposes, and is limited from the very || 
nature of the grant. Congress cannot abolish the || 


were entitled. Now, if the Senate did not receive 


mittee. He thought the resolution due to the | the memorials offered to be presented by the Sep. 


committee; due to the individual member involved, 


and due to the witness himself, who had, in some 
measure, provoked what followed. 

His opinion was, that a witness called before a 
committee, having an interrogatory propounded 
to him, ought eitherto answer or to decline. If 
he declined answering the question, that was enough. 
He had no right to proceed further, and make re- 
marks about the committee, or an individual mem- | 
ber of it, which were of a personal character, or 
which reflected upon them in any manner disre- 
spectfully. Such a practice could not be tolerated; | 
and the committee were unanimously of that opin- 
ion. 

After this sudden gust of passion, this moment- 
ary excitement, the gentleman from Tennessee 
expressed his regret, and apologized to the com- 
mittee, for what had taken place on his part. The 
witness was called back, and apologized to the 
committee for anything he had done of a disre- 
spectful churacter. Ele (Mr. H.) had hoped the | 
whole matter would have remained there; but it 
seemed that by some means it had got out, and 
was traveling through the country in the news- 
papers. False and exaggerated statements in re- 
gard to it were, no doubt, circulated in the public 
journals; and although he deprecated all discus- | 
sions of this sort, yet he thought the gentleman 
from Tennessee perfectly justifiable in bringing | 
the subject before the House, for the purpose of | 
making a statement in his own defense. 

Having said thus much, he would trouble the 
House no further. 

“On motion of Mr. VANDERPOEL, the House 
adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 6, 1837. 


Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of Jacob 
Brown, praying for the correction of an error in 
the entry of certain lands; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. TIPTON said he was requested to present 
to the Senate two memorials, signed by citizens 
of Carroll and White counties, in the State of In- 
diana, praying Congress to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia. These petitions (said he) 
are printed papers, couched in terms both decorous 
and respectful, and signed by citizens of great re- 
apectahility. I acknowledge (said Mr. T.) the 
right of the people to petition Congress for a re- 
dvess of grievances; and I feel it to be my duty, 
as one of their representatives, to present their 
petitions to the Senate, and to ask for them a re- 


spectful consideration; but I feel it also to be due || 


to the petitioners, to the country, and to myself, 
to state respectfully, but firmly, that my reflec- 
tions on this subject have brought me to a very 
different conclusion from that which they seem to 
have arrived at. 


Iam unable to perceive, sir, whence it is that || 


Congress derives the power to interfere with 
slavery in the Districtof Columbia. Our fathers, 
in framing the Federal Constitution, recognized 
the existence of slavery in a portion of the States 
of the Confederacy, by permitting slaves to be 
enumerated in apportioning representation on the 
floor of Congress; and every attempt made by 


right of trial by jury, abridge the liberties of the 


| press, nor establish a national church in this Dis- | 

trict, any more than in any one of the States; nor | 
| has Congress a right to interfere with slavery in | 
this District, while Virginia and Maryland con- | 


tinue to be slaveholding States. 


Were it possible that the petitioners could effect | 
their object, and abolish slavery in the District of | 

| Columbia, they would erect a receptacle in the | 
| midst of two slaveholding States for fanatics, aboli- | 
tionists, and runaway slaves, who could, from | 
| their stronghold here, spread dissatisfaction, death, | 
and destruction to the surrounding country; and | 
had the States who ceded the District to the Fed- | 
eral Government have anticipated such a result, | 


| they never would have ceded it. 
Mr. T. said that he was happy to be able to state 


to the Senate that there were but thirty-three | 
names signed to these petitions, and that he hoped | 


and believed that there was but a very small por- 


tion of his constituents in favor of the course that || 


| these petitioners have recommended. That he 


thought it best to meet this question fairly; and | 


taking the suggestion of an honorable Senator 
| from 


mittee for the District of Columbia. 


and fair view of the subject. This, he thought, 


| would quiet the public mind. This course was || 
adopted some years ago, when Congress was | 
| overrun with petitions for stopping the mail on | 
| Sunday. The memorials had been referred to the | 
| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, | 


| and-an able report from the chairman of that com- 
mittee had put that exciting subject to rest, as he 
hoped and believed, forever. 
Mr. CALHOUN rose and asked the Chair 
whether the petitions could be received before the 
preliminary question was put? Ile was aware 


that the practice of the Senate was almost tanta- | 


| mount to it; but, when it was known that the 


unanimous consent of the body did not exist, the | 
| regular mode of proceeding was to propound this || 


question to the Senate: ** Shall the petition be re- 


ceived?’’ The rule, as laid down in page 140 of | 


the Manual, was plain and express on the subject. 

Now, he objected to receive this, or any similar 
| petition. He was aware that last year a different 
| rule was adopted, for the question of reception 
was left to be made by Senators, instead of the 
Chair putting the question to the Senate, as was 
formerly done, thus changing the onus, and com- 


peliing Senators te-make out a case for reception, | 


| instead of the Presiding Officer. He trusted, there- 
| fore, that the Chair would raise the question of 
reception. 

The CHAIR would state the regular parliament- 
| ary rule. When a petition is presented, the mem- 
| ber who presents it shall state the qubstance of it. 
| It is required that this shall be done, in order that 
| the Senate may judge whether it is such a petition 

as ought to be received. The practice has been to 
| receive it as a matter of course, there being no 
| direct objection to it. 
opinion, that whenever the question is made, either 
by a Senator rising in his place, or objecting in his 
seat, to the reception of the petition, this question 
‘ must first be put, whether the petition shall be 


irginia, not now here, [Mr. Tyver,} he | 
would move to refer the memorials to the Com- | 


Let that | 
committee give us a report that will present a full | 


The Chair is decidedly of | 


ator from Indiana, they would involve the right 
of petition with the question of abolition; and as 
_the minds of men did not always discriminate 
they might be under the misapprehension that the 
right of petition was refused, and that in conse. 
quence of confounding the abolition memorials 
with those on other subjects. Last session he 
foresaw what would be the result of the action of 
the Senate then at the present time. The conse. 
quence of not receiving the petitions of the abo. 
_lutionists Jast session had been to increase the 
number this year to nine tenths more. He had 
some petitions by him, and he should offer them, 
though he was opposed to the prayer of the peti- 
tioners. He was against Congress interfering 
with the question of slavery in the District of 
| Columbia or elsewhere; and his constituents, he 
was ready to admit, had made no complaint to 
him on account of the existence of slavery here. 
He was of opinion that Congress possessed full 
ower over every matter connected with this 
istrict, but it was highly inexpedient to touch 
|| the rights of the people living within the ten miles 
| square, 

The CHAIR reminded the Senator that he was 
taking rather a wide range, and that the question 
before the Senate was as to the reception of the 
memorials. 

Mr. EWING resumed his remarks by stating 
that he trusted he should be excused for saying 
thus much on the subject, for he had deemed i 
right to do so, as it was one of the highest im- 
portance. He would merely add a_ few more 
words to what he had already said. The memo- 
rialists were orderly, good citizens, and were en- 
titled to be treated with respect. They were not, 
as was said last year, ‘*incendiaries.’’ What they 
had said, however, was perhaps not founded on 
| an exact knowledge of the state of things here. 

But their feelings and opinions were expressed 
| honestly and candidly. And he held that it was 
but a matter of justice, a constitutional right which 
they could insist upon, to have their memorials 
referred to a committee. 

He was decidedly of the opinion that referring 
petitions of this character to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia was the best course—cer- 
tainly the most likely one that could be adopted 

| to put an end to the agitation of this very exciting 
| subject. Let the committee make a report on I, 
meet the arguments used by the petitioners, answer 
_ them, and epeak to them in the language of kind- 
| ness, and not of harshness, and more would then 
| be done to allay excitement, and prevent further 
petitions from being sent here than any other 
_method that could be adopted. He would con- 
' clude with expressing his hope that the motion of 
reception would be withdrawn, and that the Sen- 
| ate would consent to refer the memorials to the 
| Committee for the District of Columbia. 
| Mr. TIPTON observed that when he presented 
| the memorial, he stated as distinctly as he could 
| the objects embraced in it, so that every Senator 
might understand it; and he had taken the usual 
| course in moving a reference, in order that the 
| Senate might make some disposition of it. He 
|| was perfectly satisfied with the decision of the 
|| Chair, and he left it to the Senate to decide whether 
|| they would receive and refer the memorials; but 
“ he would respectfully ask of gentlemen from the 
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